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RECOMMENDATION. 


9 QI 
258 fure to me that I have 


is a ſenſible Plea- 


U 
# 


Wz prevailed upon ſo wor- 
thy a Man, as my Reverend 
and dear Brother Mr. David 


g + to tranſport the Trea- 


jure of this excellent Life from 
America to Great Britain. I 
had enjoy'd, indeed, a happy 
Correſpondence with the Reve- 
rend Dr. Cotton Mather for near 
twenty Years before his Death, 
as well as with the Reverend Mr. 
Samuel Mather, his Son, ever 
ſince. I found much of his 
learned and pious Character 
rery early, from the Spirit of 
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iv De Recommendation. 
his Letters, and. by his publick 
Writings, which he favour'd me 
with every Year ; yet this Ac- 
count of his Heart and Life be- 
ing drawn up, in ſo great a Part 
of it, by himſelf, hath highly 
increaſed my Eſteem and Vene- 
ration for the Memory of ſo 
valuable a Perſon. 
I was ſo charmed with it upon 
my firſt Peruſal, that I thought 
I had never read a Life of ſtricter 
Piety, of warmer Zeal for God, 
of greater Diligence in Duty, 
and more generous Love to Men, 
than appears in this Book, and 
I am ſtill of the ſame Mind. 
My worthy Friend who hath 
abridg'd it, hath in a ſpecial 
Manner, and with admirable Pro- 
priety, adapted his Deſign to 


ſerve young Students for the 
Mini- 


K — — 
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The Recommendation. v 
Miniſtry, by lifting up before 
them ſuch a Pattern of moſt 
excellent Conduct in their ſtu- 
dious and private Lite, as well as 
in their Work of Preaching, and 
their Paſtoral Viſits, and given 
them a glorious Example of re- 
ligious Care to keep their own 
Spirits ever fit for divine and 
holy Converſation ; and I am 
well aflured, there is no ſerious 
Chriſtian, but may be inſtructed 
and .edify'd in Piety, and be aſ- 
ſiſted to make ſwifter Advances 
towards Heaven, by the eminent 
Experiences of this Man of God. 
May the Providence of God 
give this Abridgment, as it were, 
a new Relith among the Readers, 
and render it a moſt acceptable 
Book to WV, ew-England s And 
may the Succeſs which this lit- 
a tle 
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i tle Piece ſhall be favour'd with 
by the Grace of God in both 
Englands, the Old and the Mew, 
make ſome Addition to the 
Crown, Joy and Glory of that 
: excellent and venerable Man, 
| whoſe Lite is here copy'd, 


Newington ear London, 


Aug. 13. 1743. 


Lſaac Watts. 
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ment of the Hiſtery of Dr. 
Mather's Life. It is to ſet a 
moſt inſtructive Pattern before Chri- 
ſtians in the general, for their Advance- 
g. Vent in Piety, and eſpecially before 
"* i younger Miniſters, in order to quicken 
them to Zeal and Diligence in their ſa- 
cred Work, as well as to direct them to 
the beſt Methods of rendering themſebves, 
and their Miniſtry, uſeful and ſucceſsful. 
Such a Pattern, I am perſuaded, they 
have here before them. It contains ſuch 
a Number of excellent Rules and Hints for 
a Chriſtian's Conduct, and eſpecially for 
that of a Miniſter, both in private a d 
E | public Life, that when Tread the larger 

Hiſtory from wwh1i h this is aten, which 

Was publiſhed in New England about 

fourteen Years ago, I was greatly 

deſirous it might be made more pub- 
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viii The PREFACE. 
lic in our own Country : 1 thought alſo, 


if it were ſomewhat contracted, and re- 
duced to a leſſer and cheaper Volume, it 
might thereby be rendered more exten- 


froely uſeful; and that this might be 


done without Prejudice to the Hiſtory, 
in the preſent View of publiſhing it; as 
by leaving out the Account of ſome Mat- 
ters that related merely to New-England, 
for inſtance, the Doctor's Concern in the 
State Affairs of that Country, with ſe- 
wveral other things which, though they 
might do ſome Honour to the Doctor's 
Memory, yet were but little ſubſervient 
fo the chief End that was propoſed in 
republiſhing the Hiſtory of his Life. 
Many ſuch things are ' therefore quite 
omitted in the following Abridgment, and 
the Account of ſeveral other things, which 
are retained for Subſtance, 1s very much 
contracted. 

Tem ſenſible IT ought to make an Apology 


fer pretending to abridge and alter an- 


tler Man's Work, eſpecially while the 
Author is yet living. Here J bope my 
moſt honoured and worthy Friend, Dr. 
Watts, will allow me to take Shelter 


under the Protection of his ſuperior Fudg- 
| ment ; 


The PREFACE. ix 


ment ;, for it was he that put me on exe- 


cuting this Deſign, and he wrote to 


Mr. Mather about it; 


from whom alſo 


1 have received a very civil and obliging 
Letter, with full Leave and Liberty to 
make ſuch an Abridgment of his Book as 
is here attempted. I hope he will not be 
diſpleaſed with my prefixing his Licenſe 
to this Work, without which I ſhould not 


have undertaken it. 
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He writes thus. 
« My bonoured Friend, Dr. Watts, 
hevig ſignified to me your pious In- 
tention concerning the Life of my gra- 
crous Parent, I cannot but embrace 
the firſt Opportunity to expreſs my 
Thankfulneſs to you for your fuvoura- 


ble Purpoſe, and I beg you would pro- 


ſecute your laudable Intention. —The 


Life of my Father, as you bave it 
in your Hands, was a youthful At- 
tempt ; aud though I now plainly diſ- 
cern my Defects in it, and am ſorry 
ro ſee ſuch a Number of them, yet I 
can look on it with ſome Comfort ; 


partly from a Conſciouſneſs of my bone 


Meaning in it, and partly becauſe I 


« find jeveral worthy Perſons approve of 
« many things in it, and bave done me 
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* the Honour of expreſſing them ſelves 
* favourably about it, — I heartily de- 
* fire, dear Sir, if you proceed in your 
« propoſed Taſk, you would leave out 
every thing which has the Appearance 
« of Vanity in my Account of the wor- 
« thy Man, and any little Embelliſh- 
« ments, or trifling Relations, of which 
« there 15 no Occaſion. To a Son, and 
« eſpecially when under the ſtrongeſt Im- 
&« preſſions of Sorrow, even ſmall things 
&« ſeem very confiderable ; but you will be 
&« free to collect only ſuch things as are 
« important, and may be of general Con- 
« cernment. And I pray God, the Fa- 
&« ther of Lights, of Grace, and of Com- 
« forts, to affilt, encourage, and ſucceed 
« 7n this Undertaking, and all your other 
« Studies and Endeavours to be uſeful 
« in the World,” — 

I have taken a Liberty, in the nar- 
rative Part of this Work, ſometi mes 
to expreſs things in my own Style and 
Words, and not exactly in the Words 
of the Author, which I was unavoidably 
led to in abridging ſeveral Paragraphs ; 

et I aſſure the Reader I have never 
taken the Liberty to alter Facts and Senti- 

f 1 ments; 


The PREFACE. xi 


ments; but have faithfully collected every 
thing that is related in the following 
Sheeets, from the Memoirs that were 
before me. 

As to Dr. Mather's own Words, which 
are here collected from bis Diary, or 
other Papers, I have tranſcribed them, 
with but few Omiſſions ; and it is more 
rarely that I have ventured to change a 
Word or a Phraſe, for another of the 
ſame, but more obvious Meaning, at haſt 
in the Country where this is now publiſhed, 
This I preſumed I might be allowed to do, 
eſpecially as the Doctor wrote his Diary 
only for himſelf, and for his own private 
Uſe, and therefore it is not to be ſuppoſed 
that he took ſo much Care about Words 
and Expreſſions, as he wou'd have done if 
he had wrotewith a Deſign of publiſhing, 

If the Book, as it is now abridged, be 
not adapted to very great Uſefulneſs, the 
Fault is undiubtedly mine; it muſt be, 
becauſe I have per formed my Part no bet- 
ter; for the Materials ef which this 


Hiſtory is compiled are the beſt, of the 


fort, I ever met with. Such as it is, 


I would earneſtly recommend it to the ſe- 
rious Peruſal of my younger Brethren in 
WE. the 
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Volume; from which, if it Mall pleaſe 
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the Miniſtry ; and I have printed it in 
the ſame Size with the laſt Edition of my 
Brother jenningss Two Diſcourſes of 
Pre:.ching C. Witt, and of particular 
and experimental Preaching ; With the 
Tranſlation of Profeſſor Frar.ck's Letter 
cercernivg the moſt uſ-ful Way of 
Preaching, that it may be conventently 
bound up with them. As theſe Diſcourſes 
contain excellent Rules, fo this contains 
as excellent a Pattern for Miniſters to 
ſtudy, and copy after. I would therefore 


Fropeſe to join them together in one 


God to favour it with bis Bleſſing, 1 
cannot but hope for very confiderable 
Benefit to the Churches of Chrift, and 
to the Intereſt of true Religion. 


DAVID FENNINGS. | :; 
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22 in Me- El Ke. 


Hr 


The Subject of this Hiſtory, his Birth, 
EEsqaucation, and early Religion. 


8 LTHOUGH it is but of lit- 
tle Conſequence to a Man's 
& perſonal Character and Worth 

© to enquire into theremote An- 
tiquities of his Family, yet when Piety 
and Virtue have run along with the Line 
of Deſcent, through ſeveral Generations, 


it gives one a pious Pleaſure to obſerve 
B it. 


004.94" . „ 


was an Honour to Trzmethy, that the ſame 


2 — 5 — 


2 His Education and Proficiency 
it. It is this, beyond any thing, that 
truly enobles a Family, and tis the 


brighteſt Luſtre that Anceſtors can re- 
fect down on their Poſterity. Thus it 


unfeigned Faith, which was in him, had 
before dwelt in his Mother Eunice, and 
his Grandmother Lois. From ſuch a 
noble Family {ſprung Dr. Cotton Mather, 
The fame Faith and Picty which dwelt 
in him, had dwelt in his Father Dr. 
Increaſe Mather, and in his Grandfather 
Mr. Richard Mather, both. very eminent 
Miniſters in New England, And, by 
his Mother's Side, he was Grandſon to 
the renowned Mr. John Cotton, a Man] die 
of exalted Piety, and uncommon Learn-Þ Mu 
ing; after whom he was named Cotton. am 

He was born at Bo in New Eng-! | 
land Feb. 12, 1662-3. where he was] Ye 
educated at School, till he was twelve he 
Years old; by which time he had made con 
ſuch uncommon Progreſs in the Latin ow 
and Greek Languages, and had entered Pre 
on the Hebrew, that it was thought De 
proper to remove him to the Univerſity. ] Th 
Accordingly, he was admitted into Har- ¶ tha 
vard College, where the Progreſs he made ¶ vin 

in 


and uſed for Syſtems, by ſome others 


| conceive the Pleaſure with which his 


in human Learning. 2 


in his Academical Studies was no way 
ſhort of what he had made at School. 
Here he ſoon ſet himſelf to draw up 
Sy/tems of the Sciences, as he ſtudied 
3 which he found to be an excel- 
lent Means of perfeCting himſelf in them. 
His Syſtems of Logic and Phy/ics were 
ſo far from contemptible (though com- 
poſed at an Age, when few Lads are 
attempting any thing ſuperior to'Themes 
at School) that they have been valued, 


fince, Another excellent Means of Im- 
provement by the Books he read, which 
he uſed from the Beginning of his Stu- 
dies, was to write Remarks upon them. 
Multitudes of ſuch Remarks were found 
among his Papers after his Death. 

He took his firſt Degree at /ixteen 
Years old; and in his nmeteenth Year 
he proceeded Maſter of Arts. Can one 


own Father, who was at that Time 
Preſident of the College, conferred the 
Degree on fo promiſing a Son? The 
Theſis he exhibited and defended on 
that Occaſion was, concerning the Di- 
vine Authority of the Hebrew Points, in 

B 2 which 


4 His early Piety. 
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for his natural Capacity, and his Progreſs 


began to ſpeak, he began to pray, and 


which he maintained their Authority; I ſon 
tho' afterwards, on further Enquiry and ¶ tho 

aturer Thoughts, he ſaw Cauſe to ſWnot 
change his Opinion about that Matter. [For 

Thus, by the Bleſſing of God on his ] 
unwearied Diligence in his Studies, in by 
which he was alſo favoured with a pretty ¶ Ma 
heathful Conſtitution, as well as a great tice 
Capacity for Learning, he profited above I 
many his Equals in his own Nation; and [tbe 
did indeed follow Seneca's Advice, viz, read 
To haſten and learn betimes, lej?, when old, 
he ſhould be obliged to it *, 

But the beſt and brighteſt Part of 
Dr. Mether's Character, in younger Life, 
is {till behind; that is, his early Piety; for 
which he was no leſs remarkable, than 


in human Learning. 
He ſeemed indeed to be ſan#:fied from 
the Womb : For, as ſoon, almoſt, as he 


never left it oft again as long as he lived, 
While he was a School-Boy, he labour- 
ed to promote the Exerciſe of Prayer 
amongſt his School-Fellows, not only 
by exhorting them to it, but compoſing 


* Sen. Epiſt. 77. 


ſome 


His early Piety. 5 
ty; ſome Forms of Prayer for their Uſe; 
and though, for his own part, he needed 
to not, nor did he uſe, the Help of any ſet 
r. Forms in his private Devotions. 

his His early Abhorrence of Sin appeared, 
„in] by the Reproofs he would give his Play- 
etty Mates for any wicked Words or Prac- 
reat tICES, 
gabe Like another young Timothy, he knew 
and tbe Holy Scriptures from a Child, uſually 
reading fifteen Chapters a Day, which 
he divided into three Exerciſes. And 
that His Heart was opened betimes to at- 
end unto the Things that were {poten L 
in the publick Preaching of the Word, 
for appeared by the Notes he commonly 
than rote of what he remembered, when he 
preſs came home, before he was capable of 
writing after the Miniſter in Publick, 
which he practiſed afterwards. 
When he was grown a little above 
the Age of Childhood, he joined him- 
felf to a religious Society of young Men, 
who met on Lords Day Evenings; and 
rayer he uſed afterwards to aſcribe much of 
only Ithe Skill which, by the Bleſſing of God, 
oling he had attained in ſpeaking, and pray- 

ing, to his early Exerciſes in that Society. 

B 3 Some 
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keep Days of ſecret F aſting and Prayer 
When he was fifteen, he was much af C 


6 His early Piety. 


Some Miſcarriages which he fell into, 
through the Surpriſe of Temptation, 
when he was very young, brought him 
under great Doubts and Fears ; which 

ut him upon a very cloſe and diligentÞ 
„eb of his own Heart and State. 
While he was under this Exerciſe, he 
opened the Burden of his Soul to his 
good Father, who aſſured him, here 
Was no repenting and returning Sinner 
but Chriſt <oould accept of. Obſerve it, ſaid 
he, even among Men ; let a Man be never 
fo vile, fo that good Men cannot but abb 
him, yet if this Man becomes a new Crea 
ture, they will moſt beartily embrace hin 11 


and take him, as it were, into their Bo- ce 
ſom, notwithſtanding his former Vileneſi ſu 
This is an Emblem of the Spirit of t 71 
Bleſſed Jeſus, and ſuch will the Effect if o. 
Repentance be with him. Theſe ſeaſon ] C 
able encouraging Words, miniſtred very in 
ſenſible Relief to our young Penitent{ Ol 
and greatly enlivened his Addreſſes i in 
God, in which he met with ſtrong Con bi 
folation. 0 

At fourteen Years old, he began ti di 
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His early Piety. 7 
fected by reading Dr. Hall's Treatiſe on 
Meditation. Upon which, he not only 
read ſeveral other Books on the fame 
Subject, but drew up a Diſcourſe upon 
it himſelf; and after he had made ſeve- 
ral Eflays of a regular Method for daily 
Meditation, he at length fixed upon 
Dr. Hall's, for his own Practice ; which 
is, to meditate on ſome Text of Scrip- 
ture, or ſome Head of Divinity; F!r/, 
in a doctrinal Way, as by endeavouring 
to explain, illuſtrate, prove it, &c. and 
then practically to improve it; as in an 
Examination of ones own Heart by it, 
in an Expoſtulation with ones ſelf, con- 
cerning the Sins and Duties that may be 
ſuggeſted by it, and in ſuitable Reſolu- 
tions, in a Dependance on the Strength 
of the Grace of God offered in the New 
Covenant. This happy way of preach- 
ing with, and to himſelf, was, no doubt, 
of great Uſe to Mr. Mather, not only to 
improve the Divine Lite in his own Soul, 
but to fit him for preaching to others, 


with that eminent Uſefulneſs, which he 


did afterwards. 

In his ſeventeenth Year he joined in 
Communion with a Church, and came 
to 


8 His early Piety. 
to the Lord's Table. On this Occaſion 
he thought himſelf obliged to renew the 
Examination of himſelf, in a very par- 
ticular manner. The Reſult of it ap- 
pears by what he wrote at that Time, 
which J will here tranſcribe. 

« Setting myſelf upon the Work of 
ec Selt-Examination, I find, 

&« Firſt, concerning my Faitb. 

« I am convinced of the utter Inſuf- 
&« ficiency of my own Righteouſneſs, 
<« to procure my Acceptance with God, 
© and my eternal Salvation. I ſee that 
« wotul Hypocriſy, Sluggiſhneſs and 
« Selfiſhneſs, have attended and pollu- 
ce ted the very beſt of all my Services. 

« I can perceive no other way for 
« my Salvation, but only v7 the Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt. 

“ Refuge fails elſewhere, on every 
« hand: But I behold a Fulneſs and a 
« Beauty in Jeſus Chriſt ; he is worth 
« loving, worth prizing, worth fol- 
<« lowing. 

7 os. is my Deſire to obtain an In- 
te tereſt in him, and to make him the 
only Portion and Support of my Soul; 


< that it is one of my greateſt Griets 275 
cc « fin 


His early Piety. 9 
hon “ find my Heart ſo dull in going forth 
the “ after him. 


dar- e Secondly, concerning my Repen- 
ap-“ fance. 
me, « ] abhor Sin, becauſe it is abhorred 


« of God, and contrary to him. I am 
of © heartily troubled for the Sin of my 
« Heart, that Fountain Corruption. Sin 
« is my heavy Burden ; Death itſelf 
would be welcome to me to free me 
from it. 
« Thirdly, concerning my Love. 
I long to ſee and know the Favour 
of God unto me; the Sight of that 
would make all my Afflictions light. 
« deſire to be as active as may be 
in promoting the Honour of God; 
and J ſeldom come into any Com- 
« pany, without contriving how I may, 
e ſome way, ſpeak or act for God's Ho- 
te nour, before I leave it. 
am ſorry that I love God no more. 
« The Saints who bear the Image of 
« God are thoſe whom I value molt. 
« A mean Perſon, with Grace, 1s more 


the || © amiable to me, than another, who 
ul; | © has all the richeſt human Accom- 
Sto || © pliſhments, but is graceleſs. 

. P 

ind Another 
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10 His early Piety 
Another thing, in which his early 
Piety was very conſpicuous, was h1s Zea 
fo 40 good, eſpecially to Souls. He {et 
himſelf, fit, to try what Good he could 
do in his Father's Family, by inſtruct- 
ing his Brothers and Siſters, and by ex 
horting and admoniſhing the Servants, 
He afterwards made it a Rule with him- 
ſelf, never to be in any Company, where] 
it would be proper for one ſo young to 
bear a Part in the Converſation, but, if 
poſſible, he would do them ſome Good, 
And remarkably was that Promiſe ful- 
filled to him, To him that has, ſhall mor: 
be given; for upon his faithful and dili- 
gent Improvement of his Talent this 
Way, his Lord and Maſter did greatly 
multiply his Opportunities of Uſefulneſs, 
till he came to be very eminently uſeful His 


to whole Churches, Towns, and Coun- 7 


tries. ai 
He would therefore, in his more ad- 
vanced Years, earneſtly adviſe young 
People to ſtudy, and contrive to dof 
good, to love it, and to account it as a 
noble thing ; and he would encourage 
them, from his o. Experience, to ex- 


pect, that if they ſet about it with Rea- 


and Zeal to do good. 11 


early flineſs and Humility, and began betimes 
o do what Good they could, God would 
do great Things both for them, and by 
hem. 

But his Love did not expreſs itſelf in 
Word and in Tongue only, but in Deed 
Ind in Truth. For, from fourteen Years 
of Age, he thought it his Duty to give 
o the Lord of all, ſome Part of his ſmall 
Subſtance; and at that Age he devoted 
2 tenth Part, of the little he could call his 
pon, to pious and charitable Uſes. This 
Proportion heafterwardsinlarged tomore 


nor: a ſeventh Part of his Income. 

| dili- 

this 

. CHAP. Il. 

neſs, 

ſeful His Marriages and Children, with the 
-oun-# Methods he purſued in their Education, 


and his Conduct in private Life, © 


e ad- 
oung E CAUSE I would finiſh at once, 
o do what relates to him in his private 


Capacity, I ſhall now give a brief Ac- 
urage count of his Marriages and Children, and 
o ex- his Conduct in private Life. 


linols In 


— 


12 His Marriages, and Deaths 


In his FTenty-fourth Year he thought 
| it adviſeable to marry ; and having firſt 
looked up to Heaven for Direction, and 
A attended to the Counſel of his Friends, 
1 he choſe for his Yoke Fellow, Mrs 
184 Abagail Phillips, Daughter of the Ho- 
nourable Colonel Phillips of Charleſtown, 
a comely and ingenious Woman. She 
proved an agreeable Confort, till he was 


bereaved of her by Death, in the Year 


14 1702. 6 

I Upon this mournful Breach, his Falz. 

i = mily was in great Darkneſs and Diſor - 
er 


der, which put him upon continually 
looking up to him, from hom deſcend 
every good Gift, to heal the Breach which the! 
his Providence had made. His Petit I 
ons were heard and granted, and he was Pere 
directed to a ſecond Marriage in the Sorr 
Vear 1703, with a Widow Gentle-$/4/ 
woman, vig. Mrs. Eligabeth Hubbard, till 
Daughter of Dr. Tobx Clark. Her En- Wer 
dowments, both of Bodyand Mind, were Cala 
ſuch as gave him much Cauſe to rejoice of | 
5 in her, as one that findeth great Spotl, and Chr 
hath braid Favour of the Lord. They en 
lived together, in perfect Harmony, for it 
ten Vears. She died Nov. 8, 1713. with thoſ 
2 Willing: 
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in his Family. I 3 
illingneſs, and without Fear, much 
reloed, and much lamented. 

In his fifty-third Year, he was mar- 
ried to a third Wite, who was the Wi- 
dow of Mr. George, a worthy Merchant, 
nd Daughter of the learned Mr. Samuel 
Lee. She alſo was a Lady of many and 

great Accompliſhments. With her the 
Doctor was bleſt to the End of his Life, 
when ſhe became his diſconſolate Wi- 
dow. He had in all een Children, 
viz. nine by his fir/t Wife, and /ix by his 
xcond. But fix only of the whole N 
ber lived to a State of Maturity, and only 
ſcenk two ſurvived him, vis. a Daughter by 
vhichh the firſt Wife, and a Sen by the ſecond. 
tit. Though the Doctor met with ſo many 
e wa bereavements in his Family (as well as 
n theſſÞÞorrows, on other Accounts) yethenever 
entle-Ninted in the Day of avert, ty : But he 
bard ſtill believed, it was 77: Faithfulneſs, that 
r En-NCod affifed him. He confidered every 
were Calamity as a Talent, that was capable 
ejoice of being improved to the Glory of 
, and} Cbriſt; as particularly, by his own Pa- 

They tient, and exemplary Behaviour under 
y, for it; and by his communicating to others, 

with thoſe Comports, wwherewith he hin;elf 04s 
lling- C comforted 
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14 Rules and Methods for the 
comforted of God. It was with this View, 
that he preached, and printed a Sermon, Nhe 
| on the Occaſion of the Death of each of Pie 
of his Vives, and of every Child that he Mi 
| buried. So that thoſe repeated Floods was 
4h of Adverſity, were ſo far from drown-Wme 
14 ing and extinguiſhing his Zeal for God, 
140 and for the Good of Souls, that they in! 
made him grow more and more fruitful dro 
in every good Work. Ho 
The Rules he obſerved, and the Me-Wit r. 
thods he purſued in the Education of 
his Children, may probably give ſome(l 
uſeful Hints to other godly Parents, or 
which account therefore they are worth 
relating. As, ſecr 
1. He poured out continual Prayers plai 
to the God of all Grace for them, and wor 
eſpecially for ſpiritual Bleſſings ; as, that Dut 
he would be a Father to them, that he“ I 
would beſtow his Son and Grace upon © d 
them, and guide them by his Counſel, and 5 
bring them to Glory. And it was his tend 
uſual way to pray for each of them di- Nand 
ſtinctly, by Name. doin 
2. He began to entertain them be- I for 
il times with delightful Stories, chiefly out co 


of the Scripture Hiſtory, from which ſlaw 
he mak 


Education of his Children. 1 5 


The would always draw ſome Leſſon of 
EPicty, and endeavour to fix it upon their 
Minds by Means of the Story. This 
was one Part of the ſtated Entertain- 
ment of his Table every Day. 

3. When his Children accidentally fell 
his way, it was his uſual Cuſtom to 
drop ſome Sentence for their Inſtruction. 
However accidental this might ſeem, yet 
lit required no little Labour and Contri- 
Ivance to be always furniſhed for it. 
4. He endeavoured to engage all his 
children, very betimes, in Exerciſes of 
iety and Devotion; and eſpecially in 
ſecret Prayer, for which he gave them 
plain and ſhort Directions: And he 
would often remind them of this their 
Duty. Child, don't you forget every 
* Day to go alone, and pray, as I have 
* directed you.” 

5. Heendeavoured alſo to form their 
tender Minds into a Temper of Kindneſs 
and Beneficence, by putting them on 
doing kind Services for one another, and 
1 be- for other Children: And he would en- 
y out courage and commend them, when he 
Fhich aw they delighted in it; as well as 

he make them ſee, that a Backwardneſs to 
C2 ſuch 
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16 Rules and Methods for the 


ſuch Offices of Kindneſs and Love, va aer 
Bi; ghly diipleafing to him. He earneſtlſ 
cautioned them againſt all mariner 0 
rev auen of Injuries, and inſttucted 
them to return good Offices for evil one 
e e them, that they would herebi me 
become like the good God and the Sl thi: 
/ejzs. And thus he laboured, to form or! 
his Children into a Sweetneſs of Tem yer 
per, as well as into a decent and regulath.. 
Pon. 
. He had his Children taught . 
— as ſoon as poſſible; and as . a 
they could write, he would emp! q 
them in writing out ſhort Leſſons d 


Virtue and Piety, which he contriveq fon. 
for them, in order to fix thoſe Leſſon oo 
the deeper in their Memories. tion 


7. At the ſame time that he endea sch 
voured to afſure them of his Love, an dre 
taught them to pay a becoming Defe 
rence to his Judgment, as to all thing 
that were good for them, he labourec 
alſo to convince them of the Baſeneſ 
and Hatefulneſs of all Sin, and of theſ kin, 
Amiableneſs of Virtue and Goodneſs. 

8. His uſual Method of correcting his 


Children for their Faults was very ten- 
der, 


rhe Education of his Children. 17 


e, VP aer, and yet not the leſs effectual, but 
-neftlÞ probably the more ſo. The firſt Cor- 
ner olfrection, (if one may call it ſo) if the 
ructel Fault were not very great, was to let 
/ one\fthe Child fee him in a perfect Aſtoniſh- 
nerebWment, at its being guilty of ſo baſe a 
 bleſſe thing, hardly believing it could be true, 
> form or however hoping the Child would ne- 
Tem ver do fo any more. For the Child to 
egula baniſhed from its Father's Preſence 
for ſome time, was ordinarily the heavieſt 
Puniſhment of all; and fo his Children 
were taught to account it. He rarely: 
corrected any of them with Blows, and. 
never but in caſe of Obftinacy, or for 
ſomething highly criminal. For he 
looked upon that ſlaviſh way of Educa- 
tion, which is ſo commonly Pp! ractiſed in 
Shook and Families, by raving at Chil- 
dren, and beating them for every Fault, 
to be a dreadfal Judemen t of God upon 
the World, and a very abominable: 
Practice. 

9. He endeavoured, with all poſiihte: 
kt 0 Inſinuations, to bring his Children. 
ne. to a Love of Learnin 12, and to make 
ing hi them account it the nobleſt thing i in the 
Y EY World. Therefore he feldom propoſed 
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18 Rules and Methods for the 

Play for the Reward of Diligence, leſt 
they ſhould think Diverſion better than 
their Buſineſs: But rather he would have 
his Children account it a Privilege to 
be taught; therefore, his refuſing to 
teach them, was the Puniſhment which 
he ſometimes inflicted for a Fault. In- 
ſtead of threatening to whip them, if 
they did, or did not, do ſo and fo, he 
would threaten, that they ſhould not be 


ſuffered to read, or to write, or to learn 


ſuch and ſuch a thing. On the other {Wi 


hand, his Children were taught to ex- 
pect it, as a Reward of their doing well, 
that their Father would teach them 
ſomething that was curious and enter- 
taining. 
10. Above all other Inſtructions which 
he gave his Children, he laboured, moſt 
earneſtly and diligently, to inſtruct them 
in Religion, and to impreſs their Minds 
with an early Senſe of it. He would 
often call them f remember their Crea- 
tor, telling them the Eye of the great 
God was always upon them. He en- 
deavoured to recommend Chr/t to their 


Love, and his Example to their Imita- 


tion, as a proper Expreſſion of their Love 
| to 


Education of his Children. 19 
o the bleſſed Jeſus. He would parti- 


ularly recommend to them the Pattern 
f Chriſt's Obedience to his Father's 
Will in all things, as that which they 
ſhould follow, by doing whatever their 
Parents required of them, He would 
often tell them alſo of the good Angels, 

ho love them, and guard them from 
many Evils, and do many good Offices 
for them ; therefore they ſhould be very 
areful, that they do not grieve and 
Kiſoblige them, by doing any ill thing. 
He did not chooſe to ſay much to his 
young Children about the Evil Angels, 
Jeſt it ſhould impreſs their Fancies with 
frightful Notions of Apparitions. Yet 
he would briefly tell them of the Devzls 

ho tempt them to Sin, and who are 
lad when they do wickedly, that they 
may get Leave of God to kill them for 
It, He would tell them further, and 


that often too, of the Judgment and 


World to come, of Heaven and of Hell, 
the Conſequence of their good or bad 
Behaviour here. And, when his Chil- 
dren were grown capable of ſuperior 
Methods of Inſtruction, he would take 


them alone, one by one, and after many 
affec- 
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20 Rules and Methods for the 


affectionate and folemn Charges, to fearÞ 
God, to love Chriſt, and to hate Sin,] Fat 
he would pray with them in his Study, [un 
and make them the Witneſſes of his lane 
ſtrong Cries and earneſt Wreſtlings with rel 
God, on their Behalf, 3 
11. He not only taught his Children] he 
the Catechiſm, and explained it to theii * 
Underſtanding, by aſking abundance oi by 
ſhort Queſtions upon every Anſwer, but 
he uſed alſo to examine them upon the 
Sermons they heard, in a Catechetica 
Way, turning every Head and Truth 
that had been delivered, into a Queſtion, 


to be anſwered with Yes or No. This had 
he found was an excellent Means of en- A 
gazing their Attention, and informing 
their Minds. In theſe familiar Exer Ne 


ciſes he would often take an Opportu- 


nity to aſk his Children ſuch ſerious 
neſtions as theſe : Do you defire this Pu- 
Grace? Do you conſent to thrs Article of vit 


the Goſpel Covenant ? And there 1s Rea- for 
ſon to hope and believe, that the good eth 
Spirit of God brought ſoverad of tacm R 

to an unfcigned Conſent to the Cove- I H 
nant of Grace, by Means of theſe Ex- . 


ercues. 


To 


— — — 


be Education of his Children. 21 
to fen To this Account of his Conduct in his 
e Sin Family, and towards his own Children, 
Study, it may be proper here toadd ſome Miſcel- 
of hi laneous Hints of his private Conduct, with 
5 with reſpect both to himſelf and to others. As 
Hirſt, He was much in Prayer; for 
he prayed ſtatedly fx times a Day. 
Secondly, He was a very great Reader, 
by which he acquired ſuch a large Stock 


ildren 
their 
1Ce of 
r, but 


n theft niſhed him for entertaining and uſeful 
cticalf Diſcourſe in all Companies. This, with 
Truth bis agrecable Manner in Converſation, 
ſtion. made his Company welcome to all who 
Thi had a Reliſh for Learning, Politeneſs, 
en- and Ingenuity. 

mim Thirdly, He laid down ſeveral Rules 
Exer. for himſelf in Converſation, which he 
ortu- religiouſly adhered to. 

rio 1. Not to affect Loquacity and Re- 
» th;;Þ putation for Wit, but to maintain Gra- 


vity, and to ſpeak with Deliberation; 
Rea for in the Muliitude of Words there want- 
good eb not Sin. 

nem! 2. Not to utter any thing that was 

ove. like to be wholly uſeleſs, and to be con- 
Ex-] ſtantly on his Guard againſt ſpeaking the 

leaſt Word that was ſinful, or that 


To | might 


cle of 8 


of Knowledge, of various kinds, as fur- 
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might be hurtful to another; but, onſcallc 
the contrary, to endeavour that othen! ne. 
might be made, ſome ways, wiſer andſſof t. 
better, by all they ſhould hear from ( 
him. tain 

3. To watch andi improve all Oppor-ſhat 
tunities, to ſpeak for the Honour off, 
Chriſt, and to recommend him to the Goc 
Eſteem of Men, and to- their Choice off 
him for their Saviour. 

4. He reſolved he would never ſpeai 
evil falſely of any Man; and if ever hal 
ſpoke Evil of any, it ſhould be unde Qu: 
the following Reſtrictions and Limits 
tions, which he conſcientiouſly obſerved, 
US, 

(1.) He would. conſider, whether it 
would not be proper to ſpeak to the 
Perſon himſelf, concerning the Evil, 


(Hr 
tum 
bett 

(2.) However, he would ordinarily Ch 
ſay nothing reflecting on any Man, be- Tin 


hind his Back, which he would not rea-Wthir 


dily ſay to his Face. bles 
(3.) That he would aggravate noſp ! 
Evil of another, which he had Occaſion Per 


to ſpeak of, nor make it worſe than it De. 
Was. 
(4.) That 
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4.) That when he was properly 
alled to ſpeak Evil of any Man, if he 
other new any Good of him, he would ſpeak 
r andÞof that too. 
from (5.) That he would be ſure to main- 
tain Charity towards the Perſons of all 
ppor-ſhat he had Occaſion to ſpeak any Evil 
ur offfpf, and would heartily with them all 
o the Good. 
ice of Fourthly, He was very careful to avoid 
all Occaſions of Contention, and would 
deny himſelf almoſt any thing in the 
orld, rather than have a perſonal 
Quarrel with any Man; for which he 
cd to give theſe Reaſons, vir. that 
erved, Wperſonal Quarrels break in upon the 
Peace and Comfort of the Mind, and 
itgalmoſt inevitably lead to Sin; that they 
MWulually ſwallow up a great deal of our 
time, which may be laid out infinitely 
better, in the Service of Chriſt, and his 
Church; and, ſince we have ſo little 
n, be- Time to live in the World, it is a fooliſh 


It, on 


5 


t rea-ſthing to throw "__ any of it in Squab- . 


bles. 
te no Fifty, If he was informed that any 
caſion BPerſon bad injured him in Word or 


han it BDecd, he would ſeldom let him know, 
that 
That 
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that he knew of it; but would bury the to | 
Wrong in Silence and Oblivion: by vel! 
which means he has overcome Evil wii, 
Good; and thoſe that had wronged him, h 
have afterwards become his moſt heartyf he 
Friends. con 

Sixthly, He was careful to redeem hi trat 
Time, and very watchful againſt all unWhe 
necefliry Waſte of it. And therefore, Ia w 
to prevent the Tediouſneſs of Viſits, he 
wrote over his Study Door, in Capital; 
Letters, BE SHORT. And yet, lei 
him be never ſo buſy when his Friend 
came to viſit him, his Behaviour to then 
was never moroſe and ſower, but eaiy 
and obliging. He would throw afide 
his Buſineſs, and ſeem perfectly at Lei Nere. 


ſure to entertain them, and enjoy theirs t 
Company. Ye: 
Severthiy, When he travelled, heWev, 
commonly took ſome young Gentleman mat 
alo..g with him, not merely for a Com- Nfaſl 
panion in the Journey, but that her 


might have an Opportunity of improv- 

ing him in Knowledge, and eſpecially off and 

recommending Religion to him, whichſhe 

he well knew how to do, in a moſtBBoc 

ſweet and eaſy manner, He uſed always land 
2 to 
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d, he 
tleman 
Com- 
lat he 


nprov- 
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which 
1 moſt 
always 

to 
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to pray in private with his Fellow Tra- 
Iveller, wherever they lodged together. 


Eighthly, There were two Books in 


which he was writing every Day: One 
Ihe intitled his 
common Place Book, into which he 
tranſcribed remarkable Paſlages, out of 
the Books he read. And by means of 
a well contrived Index, he could readil 

tuen to any Paſſage that he had occaſion 
for afterwards. 
this Diary, in which he wrote Memo- 


Quotidiana, Which was a 


The other Book was 


randums of the daily Occurrences of 
Providence, and of his own Duties and 
Defects, and the Frames of his own 
Heart. It 1s from this Book that the 
greater Part of theſe Memoirs of his Life 
is taken, Here, in the Records of one 
Year, it appears that he had preached 
kventy-two publick Sermons, beſides 
many private ones; that not a Day had 


raed without ſome Contrivance to do 


good ; nor in which ſome of his Reve- 
tes had not been delt out to charitable 
and pious Uſes; that in that one Year 
he had compoſed and publithed fourteen 
Books, and that he had kept /ixty Faſts, 
and 7oventy-two Vigils. And yet, not- 

: D withſtanding 
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withſtanding his amazing Diligence in 
improving his Time, and the many va- 
luable Services with which he filled up 
every Year, and every Day, his Humi- 77; 
lity has filled his Diary with continua) 
Cenſures upon himſelf, and his Defects; / 
for inſtance, at the End of one Year he 7 
/ 
7 


writes, Time ſo miſpent as to render it 
unfit to be called Life. Another Year 
he calls a Nar of @ forferted Life. On 
the Review of another Year he fays iſ 
Another Year of my ſinning againſt my pre. 
cicus Redeemer. Alas, my UnfruitfulW: 
neſs, Another Year he calls a Year 
«hiled away in Sin and Sloth. But, after 
all theſe humble Cenſures, how happy 
would it be for the greateſt Part of the 
World, if they could give but as good 
an Account of their Time, and Talents, 
as he could! Bleſſed is that wiſe and 
aithful Servant, whom his Lord, when 


he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing. 


-— — —— — 
—— — — — . a 
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ice in? 

LY Vas C HAP. 

ed up 

Iumi- lis Entrance on, and Settlement in the 


tinual® Miniſiry; the Rules which he laid down 
fects; for the faithful Diſcharge of it, and 


ar he the unwearted Diligence with which he 
der ii purſued it, in publick, and from Houſe 
Yearſh 7o Houſe. 
On | 
ſays, R. Mather had, from his Cradle, 
re. an Iinpedi ment in his Speech, which 
ifi nd fo bad an Aſpect on his Uſefulneſs 
Tear Was a Preacher, that, for ſome time, he 


after 
1apPy 
f the 
good 
lents, 
e and 
when 


quite laid aſide all Thoughts of the Mi- 
niſtry, and applied himſelf to the Study 
of Phyjic. But by habituating himſelf 
o a deliberate Way of ſpeaking, he, in 
time, got rid of his Impediment: And 
hen, by the Advice of his Friends, he 
returned to the Study of Divinity; vrhici 
Pe proſecuted with ſuch ſucceſsful Ap- 
plication, that before he was e:ghteen 
ears old, he was thought to be very 

competently furniſhed for public Ser- 

vice, and was adviſed to begin to preach; 
TAP Irhich accordingly he did Auguſt 22, 
11680. His having turned his Studies 
D2 from 
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from Phy/ic to Divinity, directed hig 
Thoughts to Luke iv. 18. for the Subjed 
of his firſt Sermon, He hath ſent me tif 
heal the broken-hearted, in which he dis. 
played the Glory of Chriſt, as the great 
Phyſician of Souls. 
He preached the t Time for hi 
Grandfather, the Reverend Mr. Richard 
Mather at Dorcheſter : The next Lordi 
Day, for his own Father at Boſton ; and 
the Lord's Day after, for his Grandfather 
Cotton at Boſton. His eminent Abiliticef 
and Pulpit Gifts were ſoon taken notio ! 
of, ſo that in half a Year after his firk 
beginning to preach, the North Church 
at Boon gave him an unanimous Invi 
tation to be his Father's Aſſiſtant, and 
made him a handſome Offer for his Sup 
port. This Church, having had near 
fwo Years further Trial of his miniſteria 
Qualifications, did unanimouſly choole, 
and call him to be Co-paſior with hu 
Father, though he was not yet quit 
twenty Years old. The modeſt and low 
Opinion he had of himſelf, kept him 
from accepting their Call for ſome time, 


though the People were very preſſing 


-upon him to accept of it, Upon this 


Occaſion 


2d his 
Faſting and Prayer; in one of them, 
finding his Heart very much inclined to 
comply with the Deſire of the Church, 


ubject 
me ti 


te diſ. 
great 


or his 
card 
Lord's 
; and 
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Occaſion he kept many Days of private 


he ſolemnly declared to the Lord, that, 


not expecting any temporal Advantage, but 


rather Sorrow and Sickneſs, Obloquy and 
many Perſecutions, he would, out of Love 


to him, undertake the Work that he was 


called to, even to feed a numerous Flock of 
bis; and he then promiſed three Things 
to his God. 

1. That he would endeavour to be a 
faithful Paſtor, unto thoſe over whom 


Ihe ſhould be placed. 


2. That he would endeavour to be 
humble, under whatever Enlargements 


ſhould be vouchſafed unto him. And 


3. That if God ſhould bleſs him to 
build up his Church, with an unſpotted 
Reputation, he would endeavour to be 


contented with whatever State ſhould 


be ordered for him in the World, though 
never ſo poor and afflicted. 

Having afterwards ſignified to the 
Church his Willingneſs to accept of their 
Call, he was ordained their Paſtor, by 

D 3 Faſting 
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ſet himſelf to watch .againſt it. He 
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Faſting and Prayer, and Impoſition of 
Hands, May 13, 1684. f 

It appears by a Section in his Diary 
wrote about this Time, how apprehen- 
five he was of the Danger of being lifted 
up with Pride, and how earneſtly he 


writes thus: © The Apprehenfion of 
* curſed Pride (the Sin of young Mini- 
ce ſters) working in my Heart, filled 
« me with inexpreſſible Bitterneſs and 
« Confuſion before the Lord. In my 
* early Youth, when ſome others of 
% my Age were playing in the Streets, 
] was preaching to large Aſſemblies; 
and I was honoured with great Re- 
<« ſpect among the People of God. I 
* feared (and Thanks be to God that 
he made me fear) leſt Satan was here- 
by preparing a Snare, and a Pit for 
« ſuch a Novice. I therefore reſolved 
*« that I would ſet apart a Day, to 
« humble myſelf before God for the 
“ Pride of my own Heart, and to ſup- 
<< plicate his Grace to deliver me from 
ce that Sin, and from the dreadful 
% Wrath it would expoſe me to. I.did 
« fo; and on this Day I examined = h 
| « ſe 


MN of 


Mary 
hen- 
lifted 
y he 
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« ſelf by thoſe Marks of Pride, which 


« T found in fome judicious Diſcourſes 


« on that Subject: And I ſaw Reaſon 
« to fear, that I had been guilty of this 


« Sin, more eſpecially in theſe two Re- 
« ſpects, Fir/t, By applauding myſelf in 
© my own Thoughts; as when I had 
either prayed or preached with En- 
« largement, or anſwered a Queſtion 
« readily and ſuitably : And, Secondly, 
« By an ambitious Affectation of Pre- 
« eminence above what could reaſonably 


belong to my Age or Worth, and 
« above other Perſons that were far 


more deſerving than myſelf. I en- 
« deavoured therefore to humble my 
Heart with the following Conſidera- 
1 

1. What is Pride, but the very 
* Image of Satan on the Soul? The 
more any Man has of Chriſt in him, 
the more humble will he be, the 
more low and vile in his own Eyes, 
and the more empty of himſelf, 
When God renews his Image in us, 
he pulls down our proud Thoughts. Tis 
e true, Pride is a natural Sin; but 
Grace will ſubdue it. Alas then, how 
| little 


.* 
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little Grace have I ! how unlike am 
&« I to him who could fay I am hwhly!F* 1 
« Let me, for this Cauſe, abhor myſelf Þ © 
« in Duſt and Aſhes. 

2. © Do I not by Pride offend God? 
« Pride is a Breach of his holy Com- 
c mand, and he has often declared his 
« Abhorrence of it. His Holy Spirit is 
« grieved by it, and how earneſtly does 
te the Scripture caution againſt all A 
« proaches to it! Shall I bear to think 
e of oftending that God, who has been 
« a Father to me, and whom I have 
ce choſen and vowed to love and ſerve, 
C as my God and Father; or that Spirit, 
ce upon Whole Influences my Soul does 
« live, and by whom I am ſealed unto © 
« the Day of Redemption. * 

3. © Is not my Pride moſt unreaſon- ]“ 
« able Folly and Madneſs? For have I 
« any juſt Occaſion of ghrying in m- 
« felf ! What have I done that is ſin- 
« gularly excellent! Am not I, in moſt 
« Attainments, exceeded by moſt of my 
« Calling and Standing! And, oh, have 
« not I a curſed Nature in me! and} © 
« hath not the Lord, heretofore, left! 
« me to commit ſome Follies, the Re- 

© membrancc 
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% membrance of which ſhould make 
« me go ſoftly all my Days! Lord, 1 
% am viler than a Beaſt before thee. Or, 
*« why ſhould I ſeek Honour? It is not 
« ſeemly for ſuch a Fool. Am I fit for 
the Service I am called to? Am I not 
rather as unſavory Salt, fit for no- 
thing but the Dunghil ! What am I 
better than the leaft of all Saints? If in 
any outward Circumſtances, and Ho- 
« nours, I am raiſed above any of them, 
« Tam thereby more expoſed to Temp- 
tation and Sin. Lie then, O my Soul, 
in the Duſt before the Lord. 

| 4. How dangerous, how deſtructive 
« an Evil is this Pride! How does it 
* provoke the God of Heaven to take 


„ away from me every one of thoſe 


* Idols, which in my fond Pride I dote 
« upon] and if the Lord ſhould deprive 
me of my Capacities and Opportuni- 
* ties, into what an horrible Pit of Sor- 
* rows and Miſeries ſhould I then fall! 
«* And, let me remember, that Pride 
e will, fooner than any thing, drive 
* away the good Spirit of God from the 
Heart of a poor Creature: And it that 
* ſhould be my Fate, Lord have 
Ht Mercy 
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Mercy on me,---what a Monument 
ſhall I be of thy direful Vengeance! 
O that. the Lord would ſet home theſe 
Thoughts, for my Humiliation. 

% But what ſhall I do for the Cure 
of this Diſeaſe ? 

In the fir and chief Place; I would 
carry my diſtempered Heart unto the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and put it into the 
Hands of that all-ſufficient Phy/eczan 
that he may cure it. 

0 Secondly, I would be daily watch- 
ful againſt my Pride. I would con- 
tinually keep an Eye upon my Heart, 
and check the leaſt Beginnings and 
firſt Motions of this Corruption. 

% Thirdly, I would ſtudy much the 
Nature, the Work and the Aggrava- 
vations of this Evil, and the Excel- 
lency of the Grace that is contrary 
to It. 

Lord, what ſhall I do for the Cure 
of this Diſeaſe, my Pride? Bleſſed be 
thy Name, thou haſt ſhewed me a 
way, and bid me walk in it. Have 
I not heard thee ſaying to my Soul, 
ſtung with Sin, and fools with Pride, 
Look unto me and ve ſaved! And " 
« by 


ö 
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ument by thy Grace, I will do: I have done 
ance fo, and have found, and to this Day 
e the #8 I find, the Benefit of it. Why am 
1. I not, inſenſibly and incurably, led 
Cure away Captive by this Luſt, with which 

I am now warring ? It is becauſe I 
would have put my Heart into the Hands 
to the of the faithful e; and he has not 
to the ſuffered me to go on unconcerned 
Mia about this Diſtemper of my Soul; 

© but has awakened me to ſeek Relief 
vatch-M at his Hands, as I do this Day. And 
| con. WW now I come to him; he ſees how I 
Heart, am labouring and heavy laden, and he 
s and if has bid me come. He calls for my 
. Heart; and, though it is a proud 
h the Heart, I am to bring it to him: O 
grava- . Lord, I bring it, becauſe it is proud. 
Ixcel-i Wherefore doth he call for it? Is it 
ntrary not that he may ſet up his Kingdom 

in it, fill it with his Graces, and ma- 
Cure nifeſt the Power of his rich Good- 
ed be neſs in it for ever? Then let him take 
me af my Heart, and make it humble: It 
Have Nis eaſy with him to do it. Though 
Soul, I cannot overcome this Pride, he can, 
ride, E Oh! let him do it, I wait upon him 
id ſo, H. for it, I believe and am ſatisfied he 
0 by 60 44 will 


36 Rules for the Conduct 
will do it. I have not ſought thy Fa Hue 


« 77 Vain.” Ony 

Having thus traced Mr. Mather hc 
Life to his Settlement in the Miniſtry tere 
this may be a proper Place to inſert cer the 
tain Rules, which it appears he laid dowi tion 
for himſelf, about this Time, to wall ere 
by, in the Exerciſe of his Miniſtry. As 

Firſt, with reſpect to His own vir 
and Temper. 

1. That he would exerciſe himſelf unt 
Godlineſs. That Advice of the Apoſtle 
to a young Miniſter, 1 Tim. iv. 7. la 
with great Weight upon his Spirit. He 
thought much of it, and read over mam 
Diſcourſes, that were ſuited to inſtru; 
him, in that Exerciſe. And having 
met with this Obſervation, in one 0 
them, viz. that the Want of Mortifica 
tion in a Miniſter is very often the Caulſ " 
of the Unjucceſsfulneſs of his Miniſtry. 
He reſolved immediately to read over 
Dr.Owen's Treatiſe on Mortification (wit 
ſome other Books on the ſame Subject) 
for his Inſtruction and Direction in that 
Duty. for 

2. That he would endeavour to ſuffer: 
Injuries and Abuſes, and bury them i = Si- Ithe 

nce, 


of his own Spirit. 37 
Dy Fac-nce, rather than maintain a Conteſt with 

ony Man. THis he judged would be 
ather che beſt way to promote the grand In- 
iniſtrytereſt which he had moſt at Heart, even 
rt cer. Ithe Intereſt of Religion, and the Salva- 
| downfſtion of Souls, however his temporal In- 


) walkWtcreft might ſuffer by it. Accordingly, 
V. Ai has been obſerved of him, that if he 


made any Difference in 5 Behaviour 
towards thoſe who had abuſed him, and 


If untWho(c that valued and loved him, it was, 


poſtleihat he was more ready to ſerve his 
7. Eis than his Friends: And his win- 
it. He Ning Carriage has often wonderfully fof- 
mam ſtened the Hearts of ſuch as were but ill 


affected to him, and conquered the Pre- 
udices of unreaſonable Men. 

3. That he would endeavour #9 main= 
% hig) Opinion of the per ſonal Worth 
e Cauſ le more valuable Perſons in his Flock, 
iniſtry Mend of the unſpeakable Worth of the $ cul; 
f all of them; that, by this means, he 
might be more quickened to Diligence 
in his Studies and Labours for their Ser- 
in thatvice, and particularly in his Compoſures 

for the Pulpit ; that his Sermons might 
p ſufferſÞ: worth their hearing, and uſeful to 
in Si-. deir Edification. 

lence, E 4. That 
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38 Rules for [tudying 
That he would endeavour that th 
temporal Benefit he enjoyed by the Salam! 
which his People allowed him, might he 4 
well anſwered, and abundantly exceeded, 


in the ritual Benefit they ſhould receiv 


from h1s Miniſtry. | 
5. That in ſtudying and preparing hi Th 
Sermons, before he preached them, hy 4 
a0’, e to make even that 1 
Exerciſe of Devotion for his gen Souls" 
Accordingly, his Way was, at the End” 
of every Paragraph, to make a Pauſe , 
and endeavour to make his own Soul bat 
feel ſome holy Impreſſions of the Truths us 
contained in it. This, he thought, a 
would be an excellent Means of de 1 
ing his Sermons with Life and Spirit, yy 
and warming the Hearts of the People a 
by them ; and fo he found it. FT 


Secondh , with reſpect to his ftudying 
and preaching Sermons. The Rules he 
propoſed to himſelf, and which he fol-M' * 
lowed, were, 

1. To pray for Direction in the Choice | 
of his Text and Subject; and before he 25 
entered on a Subject that would require 
ſeveral Sermons, or undertook to preach 
over a larger Portion of Scripture (as 
ſuppoſe 


Ne and preaching. 39 


Sale ſuppoſe ſome whole Chapter or Epiſtle) 
br þþ he would addreſs to God, with more 
ſolemn Supplication, for all neceſſary 
Aids. 

2. To conſider the Cafe and Circum- 
tences of his Hearers, as a Means of Di- 
reftion to the Subjef? be ſhould preach 
, pan; and to have ſome particular De- 
at an: # 9 

ign for their Edification in every Ser- 
2 Soul | 
mon he preached. 
e End 2 8 
Paull 3: To read every Text in the Original, 
n Soyfer be intended to preach on, and to con- 
al the Commentators upon it, before he 
Truths . 
ompoſed his Sermon. 


ceeded, 
rectid: 


ing bi 


m, b 


7 4. Not, ordinarily, to preach many 
Spirit. Permons on one Text, as judging a Va- 
Prog iety of Texts would be more grateful 


o the Hearers, as well as a better Means 
of leading them into an Acquaintance 
ith the Scriptures : Nor by any means 
o confine himſelf to one Method in 
andling every Text; but to uſe that 
hich he ſhould judge moſt proper fox 
ach Text and Subject, 

5. If he were in a Courſe of Sermons, 
In any Text or Subject, yet not to debar 
umſelf the Liberty 3 preaching, now and 

2 


then, 


udying 
les he 
le fol- 


Choice 
Tre he 
equire 
Yreach 
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40 Rules for the more private 


then, a ſingle Sermon en another Subject, 
as he ſaw Occaſion for it. 

6. To endeavour after a ſcriptural 
Style in his'Sermons ; and not ordinarily 
to diſmiſs any Head, without exprelvly 
quoting ſome pertinent Text of Scrip- 
ture to prove or to illuſtrate it. 

7. Net to waſte his Hearers Time will 
more Words than were neceſſary, to con- 
vey his Thoughts without Obſcurity 
but to croud every Sermon as full with 
Matter as he could. 

8. To have much of Chrift in all by 
Sermons, as knowing that the Holy 
Ghoſt loves to glority Chriſt; and hop- 
ing therefore, that it he followed this 
Rule, the Holy Spirit would favour him 
with much of his Influence, in the Ex 
erciſe of his Miniſtry. 

9. To avoid long Periods and Sentences, 
which are inconvenient for the Under 
ſtanding of ordinary Hearers, and for 
the Pen of thoſe that write after thafff 
Miniſter. 

10. In delivering his Sermons, 70 take 
heed of beginning too faſt, or too loud. 

11. To uſe Notes in preaching ; yet 
not ſo to confine his Eye to them, as 

would 


1te Diſcharge of his Miniſtry. 41 
ubjed would hinder the Life of his Delivery 


and Action. 
12. Ordinarily, to conclude his Sermon 


1 with ſome Scripture Sentence, as chooſin 
reli to leave the Word of God, for the laſt 


Thing, upon the Minds of the People. 
Thirdly, Rules which he laid down 
and obſerved for the more private Diſ- 
charge of his Miniſtry, and Edification 
of his Flock. 
1. To keep a Liſt of all the Members of 
bis Church, fer to go over it, by Parcels 


ta Time, in his ſecret Prayers. Sup- 


Scrip- 


e With 
Con- 
urity; 
1 with 


1 N licating the molt ſuitable Bleſſings, he 
1 hs ! ould think of, for each Perſon in parti- 
817 5 ular. Not only did he obſerve this 


Rule in his daily Prayers; but he, every 
now and then, ſet apart a whole Day for 
Faſting and Prayer on his Church's Ac- 
tence (nt; and, on ſuch Days, he uſed to 
Inder- a for every Member of his Church 
ad fel Name, though they amounted to near 
er tha hundred. For his own Direction, 
| n theſe his private Prayers for his F lock, 
70 tal he uſed to take the Bills, that were put 
ud, [FP in the Congrezation, with him into 
>; yet his Study; and there he would go over 
, 8 the ſeveral Caſes, in his ſecret Prayers 


would E 3 and 


ur him 
le Ex 


42 His viſiting the Families 
and Thankſgivings, more particularly 
than he did, or could do, in publick. I 
was his Cuſtom alſo, before his Evenin 
Prayers, to aſk his own Heart, /þ9 has 
ſhewwed me any Kindneſs this Day? And 
he would endeavour to return the Kind- 
neſs, with earneſt Supplications to the 
God of Heaven, tor ſpiritual and eter- 
nal Bleſſings on thoſe that had particu- 
larly obliged him. 

2. Toobſerve, from Time to Time, what 
evil Inclinations and Sins abounded moſt in 
the Place where he dwelt ; and to keep 
a Day of Faſting and Prayer, in order 
to deprecate his own Guiltineſs in them, 
| and to ſupplicate an Effuſion of the 
Spirit of Holineſs, to redreſs and remove 
them. a 
3. To viſit the Families of bis Flock for 
| zheir Ed:fication ; and for that Purpoſe 
it was his uſual Cuſtom to alot one or 
ſometimes two Afternoons in a Week, 
and to ſend notice, before hand, to the 
Families he intended to viſit. When 
he came, his way was to addreſs to every 
Member of the Family, in particular, 
about their eternal Intereſt, He uſually 
l began with the e/der Perſons, He would 
| | ſolemnly 
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of his Flock. 43 
ſolemnly charge the Heads of Families 
to maintain Family Worſhip ; and if they 
had hitherto neglected it, he would ear- 
neſtly endeavour to convince them of 
their Duty, and perſuade them to prac- 
tice it : And by his Exhortations and 
Prayers with them, he hasoften obtained 
their Promiſe, to ſet up the Worthip of 
God in their Houſes. He would like- 
wiſe preſs upon them, the Duty of in- 
ſructing their Children and Servants, in 
the Things of God, and of uſing their 
delt Endeavours to bring them to Chriſt. 

Then he called for the Children and 
S-rvants ; and, having aſked them two 
or three Queſtions in the Catechiſm, he 
xpounded the Anſwers to them, and 
1ade ſuch an Application of them, as he 
udged would be mot for their Benefit. 
le made it his Buſineſs, in theſe Viſits, 
to ſet before young Perſons the Propo- 
als of the new Covenant; which he 
ould do in fo convincing and perſua- 
Ive a manner, as has often melted them 
nto Tears, and prevailed with them to 
promiſe their Conſent to it. He did not 
forget, on theſe Occaſions, to recom- 
mend to themthe Duties of ſecret Prayer, 
| EE | reading 
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44 His viſiting the Families 


reading the Scriptures, and Obedience ty 


their Parents and Maſters. In theſe 7 
Viſits he did not overlook the youngeſ Wi 


Children that could read; but would him- BY 
ſelf hear them read three or four Verſes x 
in the Bible, on which he would ground 
a ſhort and familiar Exhortation, ſuit- An 
able to their Capacities, 

Before he left the Family, he would 
often propoſe ſome ſuch Queſtions as 
theſe to the younger Branches of it, 
which he would deſire they would aſk 
their own Hearts when they were alone: 
What have I been doing ſince I came int! 
the World, about the great Errand upon 
which God ſent me into the World ? and, 
:f God ſhould now call me out of the World, 
what would become of me throughout eter- 
nal Ages? and, have J ever yet by Faith, 
carried a periſhing Soul unto the Lord 
Jeſus, for Righteouſneſs and Salvation? 

At the Concluſion of the Viſit, it was 
his uſual way to recommend to their 
Conſideration ſome Text of Scripture, 
with a Deſire, that they would think of 
it when he was gone. And if any of 
the Family were abſent, he would deſire 


ſome that were preſent, to remember 
him 


2 


ence th 
theſe 
nge 
Fu 
Verſes 
round 
, ſuit- 


would 
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of it, 
Id aſk 
alone: 
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it was 
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him 


of his Flock. 45 


him to them, and requeſt them, in his 
Name, to think of ſuch a Text of Scrip- 
ture, as he would then mention, and 
which he judged to be ſuitable to them. 

He ordinarily made four or five of 
theſe Viſits in an Afternoon. Though 
this Part of his Work was very labort- 
ous, yet God was pleaſed to make it 
comfortable to himſelf, as well as pro- 
fitable to the Souls of many. 

4. Another Rule that he laid down 
and followed was, Never to mrſs the Op- 
W1riunity, «when any of his Flack (or indeed 
any other Per (ons) fairly came in his Way, 
of aropping ſome Word that was goed, for 
the Uſe of Edifying. And as he pub- 
liſhed a great Variety of Books of Piety, 
he was continually putting ſome of them, 
into the Hands of ſuch as he hoped they 
might be uſeful to. He would fay, on 
ſuch an Occaſion, Remember I am ſpeak- 
ing to you all the <ohile your have this Book 
before you He has ſometimes given 
away a thouſand fuch Books in one Year. 

Thus zealous and laborious was this 
Servant of God in his Maſter's Work ; 
and God was pleaſed to encourage and 
honour him with anſwerable Succels. - 

the 
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46 FQis great Succeſs. 
the t Mar of his Miniſtry, he ha — 


Reaſon to believe he was made the In- 
ſtrument of converting, at leaſt, Shir 
Souls. And how many were afterward 
brought home to God by his Labour, 
in the Pulpit, in Families, and from the 
Preis, will not be known till that Day 


as he writeth up his People, this and that 
Man was born there. Many excellent 
Chriſtians have declared to him on their 
Death-Beds, what great Things God ha 
done for their Souls by his Miniſtry, 
He has had the Satisfaction to ſee many 
dying Saints, triumphing over the Sting 
and Fear of Death; taking a moſt at- 
fectionate Leave of him, whom God 
had made the Inſtrument of their Sal 
vation ; and exulting in the lively. Hope 


of their rejoycing together in everlaſting 
Glory, 


c HA. Fu 


Tuition of Pupils. - ay 


— 


e had 


he In. CHAP. IV. 


thirty | 

al Tis Zeal, and Endeavours ro do good in 
various Ways; and his manner of re- 

bours | 

m the Genu Time, for that Purpoſe. 

' Pr HOUGH from the A 

count, HOU rom the Account 


F that which has been already given, of 
Dr. Mather's Labours in the Miniſtry, one 
ight naturally be led to think, that he 
ould have Time for nothing elle ; yet his 
cart was ſo ſet on doing good, in every 
pothble Way, that he redeemed Time 
or ſeveral other valuable and uſeful Ser- 
ices. As particularly, 

When he was but about ſeventeen 
Fears old, he undertook the Tuition of 
ome young Men, ſome of them elder 
han himſelf, whom he carried thro? 
he ſeveral Parts of Academic Learning. 
e compoſed, for their Uſe, Cateche- 
cal Syſtems of the ſeveral Sciences; and 
7hile he thus laboured, for the Inſtruc- 
ion of others, he alſo improved himſelf 
2 various Branches of Literature. As 
e ſtudied and laboured to make his 
Pupils /carned Men, ſo alſo, to make 
: : them 
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48 His Zeal and Labours 


them good Men; and, for that End, ng 
only did he watch very carefully ove 
their outward Converſation, but it wg 
his Cuſtom, at proper Times, to ſend 
for them one by one into his Study, and 
there to converſe with them ſeriouſh 
and clofely about their everlaſting In 
tereſt : And he often gave them ſuc 
Books as he juaged would be moſt con 
ducive to promote the Divine Life i 
their Souls. This Service he continued 
for upwards of fever Years; and G0 
cave him to fee a comfortable Harvel 
of theſe his Labours ; for ſeveral of thok 
young Men proved hoiy and able Mi 
niſters. Dr. Mather would often fay 
he would give all he was worth 1 
the World for thoſe Meaſures of Grad 
and good Senſe, which he ſaw in ſome 
that were once his Pupils. 

He was ſeveral times conſulted by thi 
Magiſtrates concerning Affairs of State 
and he has, more than once, /t:/led th 
Rage of the People, and quelled threaten 
ing Riots, merely by the Force of hs 
Perſuaſions. He ſet on foot, and pro- 
moted ſeveral Societies for the publick 
Good: As particularly a Society for ſuf- ole 
preſjans 


'5 for the publick Good. 49 
ad, ng reſing Diſorders, and for Reformation 
ly oval Manners. And a Society of Peace 
it waſfhaters, whoſe profeſſed: Buſineſs. it was 
to ſenifſio compoſe Differences, and prevent 
ly, andaw Suits. | 
riouſſſ He publiſhed a Propoſal for an Evan- 
ing Ia Treaſury, in order to build 
n ſud Thurches, where they were wanted, di- 
{t conWribute Books of Piety, relieve poor 
Life inMiniſters, Sc. which his own Church, 
1tinuedWnd ſome others, readily fell in with. 
d Gol That he might the better extend his: 
AarveWichulneſs beyond the Limits of his own 
»f tho Vuntry, he applied himſelf to the Study 
le Mf the modern Languages. He learned 
en ſaue French and the Spaniſb; and, in his: 
orth iſfrty-fftb Year, he made himſelf ſo far 
f GracWaſter of the Iroqucrs Indian Tongue, 
in ſom hat he wrote and publiſhed Treatiſes in 
ch of thoſe Languages. 
In ſhort, it was the great Ambition 
This whole Life 20 do good. His Heart 
as ſet upon it; he did not therefore 
intent himſelf with merely embra- 
ng Opportunities of doing good, that 
caſionally offered, but he every now 
d then ſet apart ſome Time on pur- 
ole to deviſe good; and he ſeldom came 
2 into 
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50 His Morning Rueſtions 


into any Company without having 0 ny 
directly in his View. | 22k 5 
It was conſtantly one of his fin te : 
Thoughts in the Morning, What Gul 7 a 
may I do this Day? And that he mig} 1 4s 
more certainly attend to the varioufſ 5, 
Branches of ſo large and comprehenſive: 1 14 
Duty, he reſolved this general Queſtion Fr 
What Good ſhall do? into ſeveral Parti" h } 
culars, one of which he took into Con. art 
ſideration, while he was drefling him: E "7 
ſelf, every Morning; and as ſoon as! _ : 
came into his Study, he ſet down ſonif- 40 
brief Hints of his Meditations upon if his- 
He had ordinarily a diſtinct Queſtia F ah 
for each Morning in the Week. F on 
His Queſtion for the Lord's Da. TY 
Morning conſtantly was, V bat ſhall 1. an 
as a Paſtor of a Church, for the Good 1 ry 


the Flock under my Charge ? Upon thi H. 

he conſidered, what Subjects were mol, = * 
ſuitable and ſeaſonable for him to pread 
on; what Families of his Flock were t 
be viſited, and with what particul, 
View; and how he might make hi 
Miniſtry to be ſtill more acceptabl 
and uſeful. 


Morning 
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Hi 


and Meditations. 51 


His Queſtion for Monday Morning 
was, What ſball T do for the Good of my 
n Family ? Here he conſidered him- 
ſelf as a Husband, a Father, and a 
aſter. He contrived how he might 
eſt promote the ſpiritual Edification of 
his Conſort ; as what good Books he 
Whould put into her Hands to read, how 
e ſhould order his Prayers for her and 
rich her, when they were praying to- 
ether by themſelves in his Study; and 
hat Hints might be proper for him 
o give her, for her Edification. He 
onlidered what Parts of the Education 
of his Children were to be chiefly pur- 
ued, and by what means; and what 
\dmonitions or Inſtructions were pro- 
Fer to be given to his Servants, that ſo 
e and his whole Houſe might fear the 
ord, 

His common Queſtion for Tue 
Morning Was, . Go ſhall I 45 72 
Y Relations abroad ? Of which he kept 
ul Lit by him, as far as to the Children 
f his Couſin Germans. He conſidered 
--bl hat he ſhould pray for, in behalf of 
ach of them ; and what Advices and 
calonable Admonitions would be pro- 
1 per 


Cacl 
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Hi 


52 His Morning Queſtions 
er for him to give any of them, eith 
y Word of Mouth, or by Writin 

or what Books of Piety he ſhould p 

into their Hands. 

When his Father was very aged, an 
on that Account, in daily Expectatic 
of his Remove to a better World, th 
otherwiſe in a good State of Health, 
Son laid it down for a Rule with hin 
ſelf, that in every Viſit he made hi 
(which was almoſt every Day) he wou 
turn ſome Part of the Converſation up 
the heavenly State and World, as 
Means of their mutual Preparatic 
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for it. 8 
He had alſo another Queſtion, whid'*® : 
Docrertes 


he ſometimes choſe for his Tueſaqj | 
Morning Meditation, viz. What G f : 
ſhall J ds to my Enemies, and | Hoa #Þ all T Þ a 
overcome Evil with Good ? Here he conf, n 
ſidered what his Enemies moſt need. ** 
that he ſhould ſupplicate for them at Wrong 
Throne of Grace; and by what god jetics, 

Offices he might retaliate the Evil 1 Wo 
any Perſons had done him: For it was * by 
laudable Ambition to be able to ſay, N. *. 
did not know of any Perſon in the Worl © © 


u appe 


and Meditations. 53 
ho had done him an ill Office, but he had 


We him a good one for it. 
19 His ſtated Queſtions for Wedneſday 


Morning was, What ſhall I do for the 
ercbes of the Lord, and the more gene- 
/ Intereſt of Religion in the World 7 
For this End he conſidered what Pro- 
ofals for the Advancement of Religion 
je could make to other Miniſters ; what 
Pooks might be proper for him to write 
Ind publiſh; and by what means he 
ight help to ſpread the Savour of the. 
mwledge of Chriſt, far and wide in 
e World. 5 
His Queſtion for Thurſday Morning 
Jas, What Good may I do in the ſeveral 
12 hocieties to which J am related? For he 
-, Jas related to more than twenty Socie- 
5% Nes of a religious Inſtitution, ſeveral of 
con hich were formed by him, and all of 
Je em were, in ſome meaſure, under his 
Aatronage and Care. One of theſe So- 
Fities, which was mentioned before, 
vas more immediately intended for Re- 
ormation ; and he endeavoured that all 
le other religious Societies might bear 


„Ime Part in the ſame good Work, 


Vo 


appears by the following Paper of 
3 Con- 
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Coniiderations, which he drew up for © 6. 
their Uſc, and which was read over, in viſe 
each Socicty, every time they met. may 
I. Is there any remarkable Diſor- gene 
« cer in the Place, that requires our F part! 
« Endeavour for the Suppreſſion of it © 7 
© and in what fair, likely way, may weſf of C 
* endeavour it? 5 

&« 2. Is there an 3 Perſon, call! 
« whoſe diſorderly Be aviour is ſo ſcan-F fied | 
« daious, and fo notorious, that we 
« may do well to fend unto the faid 
« Perſon our charitable Admonitions 
Or are there any contending Perſon 
t whomweſhouldadmonith, to quenc 
« their Contentions? 

« 3.1Is there any ſpecial Service to the 
tt Intereſts of Religion, which we ma; 
te conyeniently deſire our Miniſters ti 
take notice of ? | 

&« 4. Is there any thing we may d 
ce well to mention unto the Juſtices fo 
« the further promoting good Order 
5. Is there any fort of Office! 
e amongft us to ſuch a degree unmindf tions 
« ful of their Duty, that we may d Once 
« well to mind them of it ? ined i 

| nd Pre 


* 
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for © 6. Can any further Methods be de- 
in viſed, that Ignorance and Wickedneſs 
may. be chaſed from our. People in 
ſor- general, and that Houſehold Piety in 
our F particular may flouriſhamongſt them? 
it! © 7. Does there appear any Inſtance 
weſt of Oppreffion or Fraud in the Deal- 
I ings of any fort of People, that may 
ſon, call for our Endeavours to get it recti- 
an- fled? | 
« 8, Is there any Matter to be hum- 
bly movedunto the Legiſlative Power, 
to be enacted into a Law for publick 
Benefit? : ' 
eg. Do we know of any Perſon un- 
der fore and ſad Affliction, and is 
 thif there any thing we may do for the 
may Succour of ſuch an afflicted Neigh- 
rs ti bour? 4 5 
« 10. Has any Perſon any Propofal 
to make for our own further Ad- 
vantage and Aſſiſtance, that we our- 
ſelves may be in a probable and re- 
gular Capacity ta purſue the Inten- 
tions before us? SE” 
y d Once a Near, theſe ſeveral Societies 
dined in keeping a Day of Humiliation 
nd Prayer, to implore the —_— of 
« | od 
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kay 0 Im, and their Endeavour + the 
0 3 at W . 
RT is r. Mather always Wia p 
His Meditations while he was dreſſing} ©* f 
on a Thurſcay Morning generally relate] 3 
to theſe Societies: But ſometimes he what 
made this other Queſtion the Subject of Merc: 
his Thoughts, 1s there any Perſon uli _ 
is able to do the Good that does not li ne 
within my Reach, and to whom I may ap. * 
ply for that Purpoſe ? , He v 
: The Queſtion for Friday Morning wa 1 
conſtantly this, What ſpecial Subjects vers 
Aſfiction, and Objects of Compaſſion, may ants 
T take- under my particular Care 1 
what ſhall I do for them ? Upon this he = MF 
turned his Thoughts to the Poor of his would 
Flock, of whom he kept a diſtinct Ca- Lord” 
talogue, and to any 25 2 Perſons that; u 
he knew of, who were either in out- Jabs 
ward Affliction, or ſpiritual Trouble. dentin 
He would ſingle out one or another 0 Iar 
theſe afflicted Caſes, to be particular => 
conſidered on this Morning, that he Labou 
might contrive the beſt Means he could matti 


for their Relief and Comfort. t pof] 


His Saturday Morning ion re do w. 
Mor ning's Queſtion re hich 


lated more immediately to himſelf, and 
| t 


redeer 


tc 


and Meditations. y 
to the Concerns of his own Soul. It was, 
What more have I to do for the Intereſt of 
God in my own Heart and Life? Upon 
this he would fet himſelf to recollect, 
what Sins he had committed, and what 
Mercies he had received; and to con- 
fider what conſequent Obligations he 
was under to ſerve and honour God, to 
the utmoſt of his Capacity and Power. 
He would conſider alſo, how much it 
concerned him to be what he exhorted 
ochers to be, and to experience that di- 
vine Life in his own Soul, which he re- 
commended to others in his Sermons, or 
his Writings ; and on this Account, he 
would ſometimes, eſpecially on the 
Lord's Day Evening, read ſome of his 
own Books of Devotion, in order to 
impreſs his own Heart afreſh with the 
Sentiments contained in them. 
I am well aware the Account that has 
deen given of Dr. Mather's abundant 
Labours may appear to ſome Perſons al- 
moſt incredible. They will hardly think 


lit poſſible for any Man to find Time, to 


do what he did. But the Account 
which has been juſt now given of his 
redeeming even his dreſſing Time, and 

improving 


. — — - 


—_— — 
— EE no IO 
_— 


mY 
— — — 7 — 


— — 


— - * = 
* WEE A AE Ez ny ay —_ = 2" 


58 His Redemption of Time. 

improving it to the grand Purpoſes of 
his Life, begins to clear up the Myſtery, 
He had no looſe and leiſure Hours, in 
which ſuch a vaſt Portion of Time is 
waſted by moſt People ; but every Mo- 
ment, in a manner, was watched and 
improved. Were we thus careful to 
improve every little Portion of Time, 
and to let none run waſte, how much 
more might be done than moſt of us 
do ? Dr. Mather was an illuſtrious Ex- 
ample of that good Husbandry of Time 
which the honourable and excellent Mr. 
Boyle ſo happily recommends in his Oc- 
cafional Reflections *, «© Betwixt the more 
« ſtated Employments, and more im- 
« portant Occurrences of human Life, 
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fſavys he, there uſually happen to beſj, ſtial 


interpoſed certain Intervals of 'Time, 
« which, though they are wont to be 
« neglected, as being fingly, or within 
« the Compaſs of one Day inconſider- 
« able, yet in a Man's whole Life, they 
« may amount to no contemptible Por 
« tion of it. Now theſe uncertain Pa- 
_ « rentheſes, if I may ſo call them, or 
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off Interludes, that happen to come be- 
Y. tween the more ſolemn Paſſages, 
mf, whether Buſineſſes or Recreations, of 
eu human Life, are wont to be loſt by 
lo. moſt Men, for want of a Value for 
and. them, and even by good Men, for 
of. want of Skill to preſerve them. But 
me, as though Grains of Sand and Aſhes 
uch be a Part but of a deſpicable Small- 
Fus neſs, and very eaſy and liable to be 
Ex- * ſcattered and blown away, yet the 
eg {kilful Artificer, by a vehement Fire, 
Mr brings Numbers of theſe to afford him 
OF that noble Subſtance, Glaſs ; by whoſe 
with Help we may both ke — and 
m our Blemiſhes, lively repreſented, as 
fe, in Loolting-glaſſes, and diſcern cele- 
bel. gal Objects, as with Teleſcopes, and 
me with the Sun-Beams kindle diſpoſed 
be Materials, as with Burning-Glaſſes : 
thing. 8 when theſe little Fragments or 
der · ¶ parcels of Time, which, if not care- 
be fully looked to, would be diffipated 
vor: and loſt, ' come to be managed by a 
Pa-. fkilful Chriſtian, and to be improved: 
» OK by the Celeftial Fire of Deyotion, 
' they may be ſo ordered as to afford 
Fus both Looking-glafles to dreſs our 


was « Souls 
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* Souls by, and Perſpectives to diſcoverſſ..1:tec 
* heavenly Wonders and Incentives.tofſ;1,,1r 
* inflame our Hearts with Charity and P. 
« Zeal: And ſince Goldſmiths and Re. ane 
« finers are wont, all the Year long As 


« carefully to ſave the very Sweeping non ! 
3 their Shops, becauſe they may con- IIS 7//; 
* tain in them ſome Filings, or Duſt of hed, 
* thoſe richer Metals, Gold and Silver; ighty- 
e ſee not why a Chriſtian may not bee) 
« as careful not to loſe the F ragmenty/,-/- , 
and lefler Intervals of a thing incom ereral 
* parably more precious than any Mere. 
« tal, Time; eſpecially when the Im- Han,. 
cc provement of them may not only re- Di 
« deem ſo many Portions of our Life, his D- 
but turn them to pious Uſes, and par- try, 
& ticularly to the great Advantage of, mar 
4 Devotion,” 2 Volu 
This Frugality of Time Dr. Macher. Plalte: 
had learned and practiſed ; which ina-Iteſe, 
bled him to do more in the Service of. 
God, and his Generation, than we are; 
ready to think is poſſible to be done 


becauſe we have never tried. 


Day with eee Good, and it J in | Pry t 


part e from Wat hasbeen already Numb 
related. 
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rclated, how he filled up the enſuing 
ours in a cloſe Imitation of his glori- 
us Pattern, whoſe whole Defign and 
Buſineſs in Life was 20 do good. 
As a further Inſtance of his uncom- 
on Diligence, 1t 1s proper to mention 
colMhis }//r:tings of various Kinds, He pub- 
(hed, in his Life-time, three hundred 
ighty-two Books. Though many of 
hem are indeed but ſmall Volumes, as 


cnn Sermsns, Eſſays, &c. yet there are 
Y ſereral among them of a much larger 
; | 


ze, As his Magnaha Chriſti Amer:- 
una, his Chriſtian Philoſopher, his Ra- 
Diſcipline Fratrum Nov- Anglorium, 
is Directions to a Candidate for the Mi- 
My, a Book which has brought him 
O many Letters of Thanks as would fill 
Volume. His Lie of his Father, his 
Palterium Americanum, &c. Beſides all 
hee, the Doctor left behind him ſeve- 
iI Books in Manuſcript, one of which, 
2, his Biblia Americana, or Iiluſtra- 
ans of the ſacred Scriptures, was pro- 
poſed to be printed in three Volumes, 
%. The true Motive that prompted 
him to write and publiſh ſo great a 
Number of Books, appears from the 
ted, G Motto 
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Motto that he wrote on the Outſide 
of the Catalogue, which he kept of his 
own Works, viz. John xv. 8. Herein 
10 my Father ghrifi d, that ye bear much 
Fruit. 

It is no wonder that Dr. Mather's ſu- 
perior Abilities and Uſcfulneſs, drew on 
him the Envy of ſome Perſons, and the 
Malice of others; which occaſioned a 
great many R Letters being ſent 
him; all which he tied up in one Bun- 
dle, and wrote on the Outſide, Libel 
Father forgive them. But whatever il 
Uſage, of this fort, he met with, was 
far more than ballanced by the Honoun 
that were juſtly paid him, in Foreign 
Countries, as well as in his 5wn Nation, 

In the Year 1710, the Univerſity of 
Glaſcow in Scotland conterred on him 
the higheſt Academical Degree, vig. the 
DoSorate in Divinity, for which they 
ſent him his Diploma, under the Seal of 
the Univerſity. 

In the Year 1714, the Royal Secret) 
in London choſe him one of their Fel: 
kws, He received theſe Honours with 
a grateful Senſe of his Obligation to thoſe 


that conferred them: He alſo conſider- 
| ed 
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fide ed them as Encouragements, which the 
his Providence of God delignedly miniſtred 
rein! to his Zeal and Diligence in his ſacred 
< Work ; and he begged Grace from on 
high to make a right Improvement of 
them. He ſet himſelf ſeriouſly to con- 
der, what Gravity and Sanctity of Life, 
and what Service and Uſefulneſs, might 
reaſonably be expected from one, whom 
the Providence of God had thus diſtin- 
guiſhed, above any Man in the Amer:- 
can Colonies. 

He was further honoured, by « an 
was Epiſtolary Correſpondence with ſeveral 
ours} Perſons of eminent Character for Piety 
2:57} and Learning. As the late Lord Chan- 
1, celbr King, and the late Reverend and 
y off celebrated Dr. Frank, Profeſſor of Di- 
hin vinity in the Univerſity of Hall in Saxo- 
they, with many more, both in England 
hey 
al of 


ſu⸗ 


7 On 
the 
ed 4 
{ent 
un- 
Hell 


er Il 


Honours he received from Men, he re- 
turned the Praiſe of all to God, who 1s 
iel the Author of all that 1s good ad excel- 
Fal. lent in any Man. His Sentiment on 
with} fuch Occations was, That Man ought to 
hoſe be looked upon as nothing. any further than 
der- what God made him to be; and when we 


ed G 2 ſee 


and in other Countries, But whatever 
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ſee any thing that Iooks great and good in 
any Man, it ſhould be with a ſenſible A. 
knowledgment that all comes from God 
Therefore he reckoned 1t a great Un- 
happineſs to him, if he were the Obje& 
on whom any ſhould finally terminate 
their Honours and Praiſes. 


. 


An Account of the Chriſtian Life, as ex 
emplified in Dr. Mather, with a V 
riety of his Devetinal Exerciſes. 


SECTION I. 


Of bis covenanting with God, Reſignation 
him, and deligbting in him. 


AVING choſen the Lord for hi 

God and Portion, and given up 
himſelf to him, according to the Tenure 
of the new Covenant, he judged it migh 
be a uſeful Means, of ſtrengthening upo 
his own Heart, a Senſe of his Engage- 
ment to God, to rite and ſubſcribe al 
explicit Covenant with him ; which he 


therefore did, in the following Words. 


7 
9 


“ Ur 


« We 


The 
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d in 
— The COVENANT. 

od | 
Unit © I renounce all the Vanities, and 
bietF}* curied Idols, and evil Courſes of this 
nateſſ® World. 

« I engage, that I will ever have the 
« oreat God my beſt Good, my laſt 
End, and my only Lord. 

« That I will be ever rendering 
of Acknowledgments unto the Lord 
J«eſus Chriſt, in all the Relations 
W- which he bears unto me. 

{© That I will ever be /udying what 
* is my Duty in theſe things; and 
* wherein I find myſelf to fall ſhort, I 
« will ever make it my Grzef and my 
Shame, and for Pardon betake myſelf 
« to the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant. 

« Now humbly imploring the Grace 
© of the Mediator to be ſufficient for 


„ me, I do, as a further Solemnity, 
r ſubſribe my Name, with both Hand 


jon 


r his 
n up 
nure 


gh 


Ipo and Heart unto this Inſtrument, 

age 

0 an Cotton Mather, 
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This Covenant he often read over, 
ſolemnly renewed it, as in the Preſence 
of the great God; and he found his “ un 
Account in ſo doing. « ſw 

Having thus engaged himſelf to God, | © 
he laboured to improve his Acquaintanceſ © ev: 
with him, to bring his Heart to delight I“ ch: 
in him, and his Will to an intire Sub-“ the 
miſſion and Reſignation to him. For fill 
this Purpoſe he formed the following“ vic 
Reſolutions : 


c 1. I will ever mourn over the DiM* nu 
c ſtempers of my own Heart, whichſW* Gc 
« incline me to take an unchaſt ſort off N 
« Delight in Creatures, in Idols, in Va-“ the 


« nities. 
„ 24. I will bleſs God for thoſe Afflic- “ up! 
* tions, for thoſe Diſpenſations, be theyſ* W 
« never ſo diſtreſſing, by which he © mr 
« curing theſe Diſorders in me. qui 
« 3. 1 will always account myſelf © 
« happy in the Favour of God, altho'R* in 
I ſhould have no earthly thing to give Up 
« me any Satisfaction. Love, 
4. I will reckon any Opportunities of G. 
te for my being brought into a Converſe I he ſet 
„ with God, as Treaſures to be prefer- into 
« red above all Riches, 


= 
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wer ! © 5. I will never be in any other 


ence © than in a reſtleſs Diſquiet of Soul, 
| his} © until I find all my Bl to be intirely 

« ſwallowed up in the Glory of God. 
3od 6. I will reliſh all my Enjoyments, 
anceſ}* even to my very Meat and Drink 
light ch:efly, and if I can merely, under 
Sub- © the Notion of my being by them aſ- 
For © fitted in the Knowledge, or the Ser- 
vin} vice of God. 

* 7. I will endeavour to be conti- 

«© nually abounding in the Thoughts of 
God]; nor would I be, ordinarily, one 
Quarter of an Hour wholly without 
them. 
* 8. It ſhall be my Pleaſure to wait 
i- upon God, in all the Ways of his 
„ Worſhip, in which I may have Com- 
* munion with him, eſpecially in fre- 
quent Prayers unto him. 

Lord aſſiſt me, accept me, delight 
«1m me.” 

Upon reading Mr. Boyle's Seraphic 
Love, in which Reſignation to the Will 
of God is very happily recommended, 
erſe he ſet himſelf anew, to bring his Will 
fer- into ſuch a ſubmiſſive and reſigned 

| Frame, 


68 Reſignation to the 
Frame. It was on this Occaſion he 
wrote the following Act of Devotion, 
« Moſt (Blorions Lord! Thou haſt 
ce offered thy ſelf unto thy Creatures, 
« and often called upon them to take 
ce thee for their God. This, this is that 
« which I am willing, I am deſirous, I 
ce am reſoived this Day to do. I take 
ce thee, O Lord, to be my God, and! 
ce take thy Glory for the End unto 
« which I would bs, and hve; I take 
« the En oyment of thee for my great 
ce and FR Happineſs; and, which 1s the 


ce peculiar thing I am now aiming at, ! 


tc take thy Will to be my Will. A 
« for my own Will, Lord, I find it 
« blind, fooliſh, wicked. hurtful, and 
cc therefore  renoance. reject, and re- 
« ſign it; and fay again, Lord, let thy 
&« Will be my Will. 1 have great Con- 
« cernments, Concerns as to this World 
« and as to the future; they are many 
« and weighty. But, O God, thou art 
ce the only wiſe God; there is perfect 
« Knowledge with thee ; thou art of in 
« great Power, thy Underſtanding i is in- it 
« finite; and, in that ſweet Reconciler © WI 
| « of God and Man the Lord jeſus ]“ 1 
| | « Chriſt, 


Will of God. 69 
| he Chriſt, thou art wonderfully merci- 
on. ful and gracious unto them that draw 
haſt “ nigh unto thee, as I do this Day. 
wes, © Unto thy Wiſdom and Goodneſs I 
take commit my Concernments, one and 
that “ all. I caſt all my Cares upon my 
15, II“ God. O thou moſt wiſe and good 
take ]“ God, I reſign all unto thee : Is it not 
1d I thy Pleaſure that I ſhould do fo? It 
into“ is. And haſt thou not Pleaſure in 


take ſecing me do ſo? Thou haſt. I then 
rea * profeſs, in thy Preſence, all my Con- 
the cernments are put into thy Hands, 
it, IN and left unto thy Management for 


A;“ ever. And now I am inconceivably 
it!!“ happy. The Lord God Almighty. 
and © will perform all things for me; and 
re-“ all things now ſhall be well perform- 
“ed. Whatever now betalls me will 
on-“ be an Effect of the great Jehovah's 
2rid BE infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; and 
any “ though it be never ſo really croſs to 
art my Humour, and ſeemingly croſs to 
fect © my Welfare, I will take Contentment 
of“ in it; becauſe I will now look upon 
in- © it as the Will of him that is infinitely 
iler ]“ wiſe and good, the Will of him that 
ſus “ is my Friend, my Father, my God. 
itt, Be 


” 2 ng with Chrift, loving him 


© The Will of him that hath undertaken eich 

ce the Conduct of all my Affairs for ever, my 

« And, O my Soul, O my Will, re Upc 
© member thou after this never to i the 

« Jiſturbed about future Events, and will 

” always to approve the preſent Deal sou 

« 1ngs of the Lord.“ ſoev 

faire 

SECTION II. On 

re th 

/ bis Cgſing with Chriſt, loving bim, andWiri/?, 

ä living to him, os 

. W con 

N one Day he writes, Lord, I ther 

give my Name unto thee; if thouſſ in 

« wilt have it reproached, I am con my 
« tent, only give me thy Chriſt, and If my 
« ſhall be fatisfied. Yea I will ſeek thi by 

% Honour of thy Name, whether th und 
« Honour of my own be advantaged aff the 

“ prejudiced by my doing ſo. ' anc 
« Lord, if any of my Delights ar the 

« ſinful, or as far as they are ſinful, W' oi. 

« utterly forego them, and beſeech the 19 


ce to make me abhor them. Jeſus Chriſi . 9:4 


«© my Lord is better to me than any o I a1 
« them, than all of them. If they arqſ* Th 
* lawful, yet will I leave them, when” hay 


40 « either 
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aken eicher the Command, or the Glory of 


ever my Lord calls me another Way.” 

re. Upon this he adds, © Now I believe 
to be the Lord is -une, and I am bis, He 
and will carry on his Kingdom in my 


Deal Soul in ſpite of all Oppoſitions what- 
ſoever. I leave all the weighty Af- 
fürs of it with him for ever and ever. 

On another Day, in his Diary, there 
e the following diſtinct Addreſſes to 
;rijt, and to his Father, 

« O, my dear Lord, thy Father has 
* committed my Soul into thy Hands 
there is a Covenant of Redemption, 
ein which I am concerned. I know 
| my Election by my Vocation ; and 
my Concernment in that Covenant, 

by my being made willing to come 
under the Shadow of thy Wings in 
the Covenant of Grace. Now in that 
© ancient Covenant the Father ſaid unto 
the Son, Such a Soul there is that J 
' will bring into thy Fold, and thou ſhalt 
the wndertake for that Soul, as a ſufficient 
hriſ and an eternal Saviour. Wherefore 
ay oJ am now in thy Hands, O my Lord. 

y arc“ Thy Father has put me there, and I 
hen have put my ſelf there, O fave me, 
1the! cc t heal 
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72 Cloſing with Chriſt, loving hin, 
cc heal me, work for me and in me the 
e good Pleaſure of thy Goodneſs.“ 

A little after it follows, Lord, I have 
te been leaving my Soul with my Lord © 
« ſeſus Chriſt ; and thou haſt bid meſſſ* dil 
believe I ſhall be ſaved by him. Lord the 
« ] do believe that there never came i Ob: 
« miſerable Soul unto Chriſt in vain H Sur 
« and I believe that I myſelf ſhall no 5 P 
© find it in vain, He will do great (lief 
« things for me. He has done enough Spi 
be already to leave me without an that 
« Cauſe of repenting, that I have, wii the 
« ſo much Agony of Soul, come unt De! 
& him. But I believe that he hath{* 20 4 
e more {till to do for me: Having beenff* 97d 
« the Author, he will be the H dau 
« my Faith.“ te / 

On ane of his Faſt-days he has let! can 
this Memorial of his ſecret Tranſaction} At : 
with God, © in the former Part of thigf unſj 
« Day I humbled myſelf before thę Day 
« Lord, with inexpreſſible Agony « Lor 
« Soul, for all the Filthineſs of my his! 
« Heart and Life. I did with Tear Scot 
« bewail my Sinfulneſs, and I ſubmit 
© ted myſelf unto the Sovereignty, anc 
the Righteouſneſs of God, vchic 

« « might}. 
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thel might uncontrolably make me a Veſ- 
« ſe] of Diſhonour, ang a dreadful Mo- 
havelſſ* nument of Divine Diſpleaſure. 
Lord © While I was in the midſt of my 
mel diſconſolate Reflections, the Spirit of 
ord the Lord cauſed me to behold the 
ne Obedience, the Sacrifice, and the 
vain N Suretiſhip of my precious Redeemer, 
as provided by the Father for the Re- 
lief of my Diſtreſſes: And that good 
' Spirit cauſed me to rely upon it. So 
that I ſaid with Tears of Joy before 
the Lord, Now 1 know that all my 
' Debts are paid, my God will now make 
no Demand of me, but that ] love him 
and praiſe him, and glorify my bleſſed 
Saviour for ever, I know it] I know 


1 e Iwill do fo for ever ! I 


s lei can do no other.” 

ction At another time. © I experienced an 
f thi} unſpeakable Satisfaction of Soul this 
> the Day, when, taking = with the 
y Lord againſt myſelf, J approved all 


his Laws, and abhorred myſelf on the 
* dcore of my Contrariety to them, and 
Violation of them; and I juſtified all 
the Chaſtiſements that had therefore 
befallen me. And then, with a ra- 

| H “ vithed 


74 Cloſing with Chrift, loving him, 
< viſhed Soul, I felt the Lord aſſuring 
«© me, that his free Grace would im- 
pute unto me the Righteouſneſs of 
« Chriſt, and at the ſame time im- 
« print upon me an holy Diſpoſition to 
conform to that Righteouſneſs, in my 
„ own Heart and Life.“ 

At another time he writes thus, 
«© This Day my Spirit was exceedingly 
« diſtrefled at the View of my own 
« manifold, preſent, and former Vile- 
“ neſſes, which I bitterly bewailed be 
« fore God, — Yet after all this 14 
& believe, Lord help my Unbelief. | 
believe that my precious Saviour, 
« our 1manue!, hath fully obeyed and 
<« ſuffered thy Will, as a Surety in the 
© Room of Sinners. I believe tha 
ce the Kighteouſneſs of this our Surety 
<« is offered unto my Acceptance, that 
ce for the ſake of it I may become ac 
« cepted with God. I believe that 
«© whenever thou doeſt enable me ti 
ce rely upon this. Righteouſneſs, tho 
« doeſt immediately abſolve me fro 
ce all my Guiltineſs, and pronounce me 
ce aear Son, a pleaſant Child, uf 
&« whom thou wilt ſurely have Mercy 


(0 And 3 
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ring % And I believe that the greatneſs of 
um- my Sins does nothing to.render me 
1s of © incapable of this free and rich Grace 
un- of Heaven. O my God, in this Be- 
n to lief I caſt myſelf at the Feet of 
my Jeſus Chriſt: There will J lie wait- 
„ ing, looking, aſſured to receive thy 
thus % Favours. 
ingy e His Diligence in laying hold of all 
OWN Opportunities, and improving all pro- 
Vile- per Means to maintain and cheriſh the 
d be Life of Faith in his Soul, appears in the 
flowing Extracts from his Papers. 
f. 1W* The Thoughts of Chriſt, ſays he, are 
Jour become exceeding frequent with me; 
ande 1 meditate on his glorious Perſon, 
n the a5 the eternal Son of God incarnate, 
e and I behold the infinite God as 
uretyW« coming to me, and meeting with 
me in this blefſed Mediator. I fly 
je ace to him on Multitudes of Occaſions 
every Day, and am impatient if ma- 
ne i ny Minutes have paſſed without ſome 
« Recourſe to him. 
| 4 Every now and then, I rebuke 
ce mee myſelf for having been ſo long with- 
vp out any Thoughts of my lovely Sa- 
MercyJ* viour, How can I bear to keep at 
Ane H 2 « ſuch 
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ſuch a Diſtance from him! I then“ th: 
look up to him, and fay, O my W 
dear Saviour draw near unto me 
Oh come to dwell in my Soul, and 
help me to form ſome Thought; 
wherein I ſhall enjoy thee. 

Upon this I fet myſelf to think 
of his Glories, his Merits, his Pat 
tern, his Maxims, what he has done 
and what he will do for us. TI fin 
the Subject infinitely inexhauſtible 
And after I have been thus employ 
ed in the Day, I fall aſleep at Night 
in the midſt of ſome Meditation o 


the Glory of my Saviour; ſo 7 fall 0 
aſteep in Jeſus, and when I awakei | lend 
the Night, I do on my Bed ſeek hi | and 
whom my Soul lowethb. The Deſirqif * f 


of my Soul ſtill carry me to him 


who was laſt. in my Thoughts whe | hea! 
I fell aſleep. a g 
I find that where Chriſt comes, 1 4 lis 
wondrous Light, Life and Peac " thar 
comes with him, together wit — 
Strength to go through Services and dur 
Sufferings. The Holineſs and Har that 


pineſs to which I am introduced b for n 
this way of living, is better to ma. 0g 


cc than 


«than all the Enjoyments of this 
„ World. All the Riches of this 
„World appear contemptible Things 
to me, while I have the unſcarchable 
* Riches of Chriſt, thus brought into 


« forego them. 

« Now, O my dear Jeſus, I know, 
have an inward Witneſs, that thou 
ible /. the Son of God, and the Saviour 


plo- of the World. 
Night «When the Cloud of Glory, which 
n onlyl. was the Shekinah that had our Sa- 


F viour with the Angels of his Pre- 
' ſence dwelling in it, came down 

Ii and filled the Temple of old, what 
ea grateful Spectacle was it, and what 
Acclamations of Joy and Praiſe were 
heard from thoſe that ſaw it ! Now 


da godly Man is a Temple of God, 
es. Ja living Temple, far dearer to him 
Pea than the moſt ſplendid and coſtly 


material Temple in the World: And 
' our Saviour comes into an Heart 


1110 that is continually inſtructing, re- 
d bit forming, and ſolacing itſelf by think- 


' 10g of him. O thou Heart that 
H 3 * panteſt 
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my Poſſeſſion; and all the Glory of 
the World would not tempt me to- 
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78 Cloſing wirh Chriſt, loving him, 
e panteſt after thy Saviour, ſo kind is 
he, ſo very kind, that even at the 
Call of a Thought he will come in 
« unto thee. A Temple fo filled with 
ce the Glory of the Lord is unſeen to 
© the Standers-by. The Life of the 
« pious Man is hd with Chriſt in God 
6 But God ſees this Temple with 
« Pleaſure ; the Saviour who know; 
« all things is pleaſed with the Sight, 
« his Angels make their Acclamation 
© upon it. 

« In the Perſon of Chriſt my $% 
e viour, I behold the infinite God af 
„ fuming the Man Jeſus into ſuch an 
intimate and conſcious Union wit 
« himſelf, as to conſtitute a gloriou 
« God-Man; or a Man who has th 
« Fulncſls of the Godhead dwellin 
« perſonally in him. 

« In this Cd- Man I behold all po 
« {ible Proviſion for the happy Retu 


0 


A 


* 


© of Man unto God; and all poſſib 
« Encouragement unto Man to ſe 
« and look for ſuch a Happineſs. 
« My Concern with this wonderfi 
« Saviour is therefore, in the 
« Place, to accept the Offers my 
Cc hi 


im, and living to bim 79 
d is} « he makes me of being mine, and 
the bringing me to God. I hear him 
ne inf} © graciouſly offering to make me righ- 
withſ « teous and holy, to reconcile me to 
n to God, to quicken me to live unto 
F theſl “ him, and to work in me that which 
Gais well-pleaſing before him. I feel 
with « him ſo apprehending of me, as to 
now © diſpoſe and enable me to give an 
zight © hearty, joyful, and thankful Conſent 
tion © unto theſe Propoſals of his Grace; 
« and in conſenting to them, I have a 


comfortable Perſuaſion of my kind 
Reception with him; I am well 


7 3 
4 af 


ch an © perſuaded that he will ſurely do me 

wit © good. | | 
Orion © And now what remains but that, 
is th © as I worſhip God in the Spirit, ſo 1 
ellin 


« ſhould alſo rejoice in Chriſt 45 
e Wherefore I atk it of God with Im- 
« portunity, that as I have Chriſt con- 
« cerned for me, I may alſo have him 
poſſeſſing of me, that I may have 
« Skill, Will and Help from Heaven 

to converſe with him continually ; 
e that I may be very frequently think- 
« ing of him, and feeding, as it were, 
«* upon him, I have declared unto 
the 


_—_ ng with Chriſt, loving him, 
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* the Lord, that if he would but grant 


« hy; 
me this F elicity, I cared not what . 25 
befel me. « Hi 
« My Life is full of Sacriſices; but Ic no 


that which carries me well through I «<1{ 
them all, is this Conſideration, that 
while I have Chriſt I have enough, II « 
can rejoice in him, tho I had nothing 
elſe left me. 

Ry the faithful Diſpenſations of God 
I am brought to this, that 7 feel myſelf 
dead unto all Creatures. ] have given 
the ſacrificing Stroke to all my world- 

ly Enjoyments. My Serviceablels 
to the Kingdom of my Saviour was 
the laſt thing that, in my Death of 
all things here below, I parted with; I gc 
it was the thing that I could leaſt of 
all part with: But I have ſubmitted « 

unto it, that the ever-bleſſed God I N 
ſhould, not only make me vile a- 
mong his People, but alſo utterly lay « he 
me aſide from doing any more Ser-. af 
vices for his Kingdom in the World, 
I have been entirely dead unto every I E, 
thing elſe, and have had nothing . Tc 
but this one thing left me, viz. That IIe th 
may have my Jeſus not only doing for ＋ « Fe 
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« but alſo dwelling in me, and enabling 


« me perpetually to feed and live upon 
him. This will be enough. I care 
« not if I am ſtript of every thing 
« elſe, if I may but enjoy this Fe- 
« Jicity. 

« While I have been purſuing this 
« Felicity, God has led me into va- 
« rious Methods of converſing with 
my Saviour; and it is impoſſible to 
« expreſs the Satisfaction I have had 
« upon the Diſcovery of ſome new 
Method for it. No Afﬀuence of 
« worldly Wealth, no nor any Ad- 
vances in Learning, and Improve- 
ment in my Knowledge of the 
« Sciences, could tranſport me fo 
much. 

« The Rleſſedneſs of the heavenly 
World lies in our being with Chriſt ; 
and by being with the Lord, and be- 
holding his Glory, by believing and 
affecting Thoughts of him, I have 
* enjoyed a fort of Heaven upon 
Earth. The Light and Peace, the 
* Joy, Strength and Purity with which 
this fills my Mind, is an Earneſt and 
« Foretaſt of Heaven, 
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] ſoar up to an inexpreſſible Con 
templation of my glorious Saviour 
as the Wiſdom of God, who is th 
Archetype of the whole Creation, ani 
in whom there are the original Iden 
of all things that his Hands hay 
faſhioned and made. He is the Sul 
ſtance, and all the Creatures are bu 
Shadows of him. From hence 
am wondrouſly reconciled to my a 
proaching Death; for I conſider i 
as my going from Creatures her 
unto him in whom J ſhall find : 
that I leave, and infinitely more 
And I am ſure that whatever I noy 
find amiable or comfortable in an 
Creatures, is much more to be found 
in him. Therefore when I ſee an 
thing that is amzable in any Creature 
I commonly fly away, as it were 
from them to my Chriſt, my Sa 
viour, and I think how great is bi 
Geodneſs and his Beauty ! when I tin Ric 
any thing that is comfortable in an IL! 
Creatures, I think what Benefit W. 
will flow to me from him, When an) 
deſirable Creature-Enjoyments are my 


with-held, or taken from me, I think Go 
c aba 
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what is it that would recommend theſe 
things unto me? and I preſently find 
my Saviour recommended to me by 
the ſame, or much more defirable 
Qualities. In his being ine, I find 
every Loſs abundantly repaired. 

« As for the Delights of this World, 
ſuch of them as are molt helpful to 
me in ſeeing and ſerving God, are 
thoſe which I would have the greateſt 
Value for. But I know of no De- 
lights comparable to thoſe which I 
ake in Communion with my Sa- 
viour. 

L now} © As for the Riches of this World, I 
n ane uſe no Labour for them, I have 
found no Deſire to obtain them, they a 
e am pear to me as contemptible Things; 
ture my Riches are my Opportunities to 
were do good, and thoſe Illuminations of 
my Mind which furniſh me for it. 
In my Saviour I have unſearchable 
Riches, and in my Fruition of him 
I have a full Supply of all my 
enefit Wants. 

n am © As for the Honours of this World, 
* my Abhorrence of having the Great 
God robbed on my Account, by Peo- 


aol 5 ce ples 


« are all the Honours that I with for. 


84 Cloſing with Chriſt, loving him, 
< ples honouring me without their being: Soul 
led through me to Him, renders th me. 
« Praiſes of Men diſtaſteful to me; WW © H 
* do nothing to gain Honours for my Tho 
ce ſelf, and whatever Honours are con on 
&« ferred upon me by Men, ſhall be I ch 
“ improved for the Intereſt of God reck 
« To be accepted of my Saviour, toff V 
% have his Image imprinted on me in 2 
ce and to be employed in his Work to th 
ce for the Advancement of hisKingdon my 
« Mi 
ture. 
' wn 
and 
Deli 


Abe 1 


„When I am exerciſed with an 
c Afton, I repair to my Jeſus, | 
ce realize to myſelf not only his Hand 
e but alſo his Love in / tes the 
« Trouble. I ſee my Saviour as once 
cc encountering the ſame Trouble, and rebu 
c T am heartily pleaſed at my Confor. Mo: 
« mity to him. I conſider what 1F man 
te that Good which this Trouble de my 
« prives me of, and I ſee the ſam at a 
« Good, and what is infinitely better I ha 
te laid up in my Saviour; and I am faF the 
ce tisfied. I find the Thoughts of my new 
« Saviour for ever ſweetning the bitte} «+ 
« Waters of Marah to me; I find him ter 


*« the Comforter that always relieves my am 
1 c Sou 


im, and living to him. 8 5 


ing Soul, when 1 have him near unto 
$ the © me. | 
« How many, O Lord, are my 
Thoughts of Thee; the Occaſions 
© on Which, and the Means by which 
I cheriſh ſuch Thoughts, cannot be 
reckon'd up in Order. 

« When I fee any thing excellent 

in any Man, it leads my Tho oughts 
© to the ſuperior Excellencies of Chriſt 
my Saviour; and when I behold the 
Miſeries of any of my Fellow-Crea- 
(tures, I think on the Miſeries from 
which I am deliver'd by my Saviour; 
and on my Obligations to my kind 
Deliverer. I dare not let my Mind 
be idle, as I walk in the Streets: I 
rebuke myſelf, and I make my 
Moan to Heaven, if I have gone 
many Steps without one 'Thought of 
my Saviour ; and when I have been 
at a Loſs for freſh Thoughts of him, 
have compelled the very Sigus and 
the Shops in the Street, to ſuggeſt 
new Matter for Meditation. 
« Many Perſons are enquiring af- 
ter News, with great Eagerneſs; I 
am grown very cold to ſuch Things; 

I « my 
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« my Concern about them, and mii {nc 


\ 
5 . 4 
| « Pleaſure in them is very much e Te; 
[ cc tinguiſhed. Some new Thoughts inte 
| . 


| « my Saviour ſhall be the News aſte 

& 1 . I will enquire moſt: Here I that 

« have my Curioſity gratified a thou (ce; 

« ſand times more, than by the New: as 

i © of the common Occurrences in thi a { 

fl « World. ' nels 
| I have done expecting any go turn 


N « Things from this World ; or if ſud unc; 
i « Expectations do at any time ariſe tur] 
4 « my Mind, I check them with th that 

« Thought. by! 


What is the Good, O my Sou my 

6 of that which thou expecteſt? A Can 

« this Good thou haſt already in th plent 
« Saviour, | | ſoice 
« On the Lord's Day, more cſpe and 

ee cially, J would enter into the Rt « ] 
« Ged; for which Purpoſe I attend ii perf; 
« my Saviour's Invitation, Come un riage 
« me, and I will give you Rejt., An abhc 
« ] endeavour to make a particull I en 
Application of that Invitation to mi Chri 
« own Soul. On this Day I get mi For 
Mind filled with the Thoughts dg my{ 


« him, as much as ever I can; 7 
7 wa 


* 


. 
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Un find ſuch Thoughts have a powerful 
en, Tendency to convey a ſweet Reſt 
ts oli into the Soul that entertains them. 
afte If I happen to think of any thing 
ere that is uneaſy to me, I preſently 
houſſ« ſeck Reſt for my Soul in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Neuß as being, and as doing what will be 
n thils a ſufficient Relief from that Uneaſi- 
' neſs. Nay, I ſometimes purpoſely 
turn my Thoughts to thoſe more 
' uncomfortable Things that give Di- 
ſturbance to my Reſt in this World, 
'that I may take an Occaſion to fly 
by Faith to ſomething in Chriſt for 
my Relief, in whom there is /frong 
© Conſolation, and with whom there is 
' plenteous Redemption. And fo I re- 
* jorce in the Lord again and again, 
eſpe and fo I find his Reſt is glorious. 

%% ol © I find in myſelf daily, ſuch Im- 
nd t perfections, Infirmities and Miſcar- 
ung riages, as cauſe me to humble and to 
An abhor myſelf before the Lord; but 
cul 1 endeavour to raiſe the Honours of 
o m Chriſt upon my own Humiliations : 
t mi For whatever I ſee mean and vile in 
ts Off myſcif, leads me to think how much 
_ I 2 W 
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f ; 8 Cling with Chrift, loving him, 
* the Reverſe of this is to be ſeen iff 
10 Jeſus; from /oathing of myſelf, | 
lj « would proceed to bring of my A | l 
| « viour; and from a Senſe of my ow aig; 
„ 80 Unrighteouſneſs, I would affect m 
ſl « Heart with that only Righteouſne{. - 
Þ « which I have to plead, that I ma} .. F 
< be juſtified before God. | 


i 7 ich « I cc 
| n converſing with my Saviour, . . g: 
N « 50 through many Portions of Sch 4. 
2 2 y ons of dcripl, 
| of 


j « ture which %%% of bim, eſpecial, b 
« in the Book of Pſalms, taking ain 
10 « Verſe or more, or ſometimes but 


ut e part of a Verſe, at a time for th. 6 —_ 
jt « Subject of my Meditation, whe Fo 
i « every Night I fall aſleep in Jet, cre 
| « The Pſalms are full of Prayers, maf, © 
j « ny of which are ſo ſuited to my owl, YIOL 
« Condition, that I cannot expreſs Il. . 
. te better before the Lord, than in tholf, wits 
1 « very Mordi which his Spirit teacheil. *'©r 
a « Several of thoſe Petitions were thi, "_ 
« Prayers of Chriſt ; and when I. n 

« fer them up for myſelf, it is a val. 42s 

« Encouragement and Comfort to mf. 8 

« to think, that therein I maintain . OC 

ce ſweet Fellowſhip with my Saviour. "ny 


« and that s very Prayer was on 


ce pn 


and living to him. 89 


« prefented by my Saviour unto his eter- 


nal Father : My Saviour once frayed 


« af this rate, and found Acceptance. J 
« pray but as my Saviour taught me, 
and as he did before me: Certainly 


JW /uch a Prayer will be grateful unto 
God. 


« Finally, I am ſollicitous, that while 
« I contemplate the glorious Tranf- 
« actions of my Saviour in his Work 
of Redemption, I may feel the 
« Power of thoſe Things upon my 
& own Heart; which is a Token for 


good that he has been concerned for 


nme in all thoſe ſeveral Tranſactions. 
For inſtance, I ſee God uniting him- 


g ſelf to Man in the Perſon of my Sa- 
« yiour ; I feel the Power of it in my 


— 


returning to God, and in the Union 


of my Heart to him. I ſee my Sa- 
viour leading an hidden Life, and 
paſſing through obſcure Circum- 
ſtances while he ſojourned amongſt 
us; I feel the Power of it, in my 
* being willing to have my Walk with 
* God carried on with all potable Pri- 
* vacy, and concealed as much as may 
be from the View of Men. I fe 

1 3 ” my 


— 
— 


— 
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go Occaſional Thoughts, 


my Saviour dying on the Croſs fa that 


„ my Sins; I feel the Power of it! provi 


the Death of my ſinful Diſpoſitions pious 
« in my dying unto Creatures, and j 
e the World's being crucified to me, 9 
«© myAftections being weaned from it. 

I fee my Saviour in his ReſurrecY be ſi 
te tion triumphing over the Powers off way 
« Darkneſs, and entering upon a ne] T. 
« Lite, which he lives for evermore; 
« I feel the Power of it, in my rifin 
© out of a State of ſpiritual Dea 
% and Darkneſs, and walking in neu 
« refs of Life, as being quickned wit 
an everlaſting Principle of Piety, ti migh 


% which I was once a Stranger. as to 
W 
Sx c T. III. lowe 


His occaſional Thoughts and  ejaculatir 


Prayers. tion, 


Emp 
TT might be ſaid of Dr. Mather W 


with peculiar Propriety, that he N Rleſſi 
in the Fear of the Lord all the Day it wa 
long, for he was almoſt continually con- I latior 


verſing with God in his Thoughts; andy] /. 
there was hardly a ſingle Occurrenceſ for 7 


that 
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$3 chat he met with in Life, but he im- 
It in proved it, to awaken in his Mind ſome 
ions pious Thoughts, and, very commonly, 
id if into an Occaſion of ſhort ejaculatory 
e, of Prayers. Not a Day paſs'd without va- 
1it, rious Inſtances of this kind. It will 
rec be ſufficient to mention a few only by 
rs off way of Specimen. As, 

The Striking of the Chck, very com- 
monly, awakened in him a ſerious 
Concern to ſpend every Hour in ſuch a 
manner, . as that he might give a good 
Account of all at laſt ; and it frequently 
occaſion'd a pious Ejaculation, that he 
might be taught /o to number his Days, 
as to apply his Heart unto Wiſdom. 

When he ſaw People occupied in the 
lower Labours of Life, it. excited his 
Thankfulneſs to the Goodneſs of God, 
which had placed him in a higher Sta- 
tion, and honoured him with a nobler 
Employment. 

When he received any comfortable 
Bleſſing from the Hand of Providence, 
it was never without ſome ſuch Ejacu- 
lation as, Lord, thou art Good, and 
andi % Good ; help me to improve this Talent 
ence} for thy Glory, Or when he met with 
that | any 
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any Affliction, Lord help me to bear, 
as well as hear the Rod. 

When he walk'd in the Streets, he 
was often ſecretly bleſſing thoſe that he 
faw or met with, and was putting up 
good Wiſhes to Heaven for them, 
As when he took Notice of a Perſon 
very buſy in his worldly Employment, 
He would lift up his Heart to God, and 
fay, Let not that Perſon ſo mind the Af- 
fairs of this World, as to neglect the one 
thing needful. When he ſaw Children 
at Play, Lord, let not thoſe Children a- 
ways forget the great Work they are ſent 
into the World to do. For young 3 
he would pray, Help them, O Lord, ti 


remember and ſerve their Creator in the 


Days of their Youth. For an ancient 


Perſen, Lord, make him an old Diſciple. 

When he met with any thing that 
provoked him to Anger, he would 
check the Sally of unruly Paſſion with 
ſuch ſeaſonable Reflections as theſe, 
What Provocation have I given to the 
great God? How meek and patient was 
the bleſſed Jeſus when he met with Contra- 


diction from Sinners, 


Imme- 
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ear, | Immediately before he engaged in 
any more folemn Act of Worſhip, he 
would aſk Help of God in a ſecret 
Ejaculation. When joining with others 
in ſocial Prayer, he would keep his 
Heart from wandering, by means of a 
ſhort Ejaculation upon every Sentence ; 
as, Lord I own it; Lord J ask it. 

When he was about to write a Let- 
ter, eſpecially into any Foreign Coun- 
try, he would think with himſelf, what 
honourable Mention can I make of my 
aviour in this Letter? and what Ser- 
vice may this Opportunity afford me to 
do to his Kingdom. 

Thus did this holy Man walk as ſce- 
the ing him that is inviſible, and his Conver- 
ent ſation was in Heaven continually. 


_ er. . 

u 
th! bis private Faſts and Thankſgivings. 
IM YT was hisPraftice from his frurteenth 
a. Year, almoſt to his Death, to keep a 
*. private Faſt, or a Day of more than or- 


dinary Devotion, at leaſt once a Month; 
and when he had any Affair of conſi- 
derable Importance before him, he would 

often 
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often keep weekly Faſts, and ſometirne; 
two in one Week, He generally recorded 
the Frame of his Soul on thoſe Days in 
his Diary. A few Tranſcripts of that 
fort will ſhew how he ſpent thoſe Days 
of Retirement and Converſe with God, 
and to what Advantage. 

Concerning one of them he writes; 
« Setting apart a Day (the Day paſt) 
« for Prayer with Faſting in my Study 
« I judged myſelf before the Lord fer 


* my various Tranſgreſſions; and n 
the Diſtreſſes of my Soul, behold- 
ing my Miſery by my Eſtrangedneſs 
“ from God, and Expoſedneſs to his 
e Wrath, but believing that the Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt, the only Mediator, was 
* willing to have Mercy upon me, at- 
ce ter all the Indignities I had put upon 
« him, if I now looked unto him, I 
« earneſtly beſought him graciouſly to 
e take Care of all that concerned my 
c Salvation, and reſcue me from all 
« the Confuſions I had brought upon 
« myſelf by my leaving God, and to 
« be my Prieſt and Prophet and King 
« for ever. And ] profeſſed unto him, 


« that I left my immortal Spirit in his 
« blefled 


A 
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« blefled Hands; that I would expect 
« every part of my Welfare as the 
Fruit of his Satisfaction and Inter- 
« ceſſion; and that I would ſubmit 
« unto his glorious Dominion, Power 
and Wiſdom, ſo as never willingly 
to withdraw from the Regulations 
« of them; but I would fly unto his 


al precious Blood for Pardon whenever 
1dy; ] perceived in myſelf any Deviations. 
„And I concluded with a triumphant 


« Faith, that he would do me good, 
and God would have no Controverſy 
« with me; and that I ſhould, after a 
« deſirable Manner, know, love and 
rd“ honour him; and that I ſhall find 
was my never-dying Soul under the pe- 


a- culiar Care of a merciful Redeemer, 
pon“ in the Times of the greateſt Ex- 
1, II tremity, that ſhall, or can ever come 


y to * unto me. 
my On another Day, he writes thus. 
all This Day, having humbled myſelf, 
pon“ and judged myſelf before the Lord 
to] for my many Provocations, and wa- 
ing “ 7ered my Couch with my Tears, in the 
im, “ Apprehenſion of my exceeding Vile- 
his “ nets, at length Floods of Tears 


fled « guſhed 
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guſhed from me, in my laying hold 
of the pardoning Mercy of God in 
Jeſus Chriſt. The Spirit of the 
moſt High brought me to a marvel. 
lous Temper, which was to me like Th 
the very Suburbs of Heaven, where-Þ lam 
in he aſſured me that all my Sins in, 
were forgiven, and that his Anger, dec 
in the Senſe of which my Soul trem- diſt 
bled, ſhould no more burn againſti the 
me. Upon this I called to mind thi Ho 
Names of as many Perſons as, cep 
could learn, had reproached and in-W at 
jured me ; and I moſt heartily beg for 
ged the God of Heaven in the Be- But 
half of them, one by one, that 2 G 
they might be bleſſed with all the thai 
Bleſſings of his Goodneſs, and with. Glo 
ſuch Bleflin gs eſpecially as were moltF* acc: 
ſuitable for them. © Chr 
« ] alſo beſought the Lord, that I ſure 
might never fin againſt him with wit 
* ill, or Deſign, or Delicht any more Chr 
I profeſſed unto him, that I ſhoulq that 
rejoice to die this very Day, if I | 
mig ht be ev criaſtingly delivered from“ Mo 
inning againſt him: I declared beg“ niec 


fore him, that I was very fure IE wit! 
= « ſhould 
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hold, ſhould be with Chriſt e' er long, and 
d in joytully behold his Face in ſinleſs 
the Glory. | 

rvel-ll On another ſuch Day he writes, 
like, That he did, with Plenty of Tears, 
zere-F lament his Wretchedneſs ; and here- 
Sins in, ſays he, I was carried forth to 
ger, declare unto the Lord, that having 
em- diſhonoured his glorious Name, if 
there were no other Way for the 
Honour of it to be recovered, ex- 
' cept in my Ruin, I laid myſelf down 
iat his holy Feet, to be diſpoſed of 
o-* for ever by him as he ſhould pleaſe. 
Be- But yet I faid, that his Name was, 
that 2 God that abundantly pardons, and 
the that he had provided a Way for the 
with Glory of it; that whoſoever will 
moltF* accept of Salvation in and through 
* Chriſt, ſhould, upon his Word, be 
hat I ſure to have it: And fo I concluded 
with with Aſſurance that the Lord Jeſus 
nore® Chriſt was interceding for me; and 
ou that, becauſe he had ved and died, 
if II ſhould not die but live. Theſe 
from Motions of my Soul were accompa- 
1 beFÞ* nied with very rapturous Hallelujabs, 
re I with Tranſports of Love and Praiſe, 
ould K « tell- 
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telling the Lord, that now I would, c p 
* be his for ever; and I longed now. th. 
to be with my Redeemer in the ;.. 
« Manſions that are above, where Ill . 


cc {ſhall certainly be. But for one Rea. (c wg 
« ſon Idefired to live a few Days more u ve: 


« upon Earth, even that I might la: 
« bour and ſuffer for him, and ferveſ. Bu 
« him here I had ſinned againſt him. I. 


« And this ſhall be my Work all the D. 14, 


6: long, while I have a Day to live.“ I. Bu 

Once, on a very pretling Occaliaſſ ter 
he thought it proper to keep three D. cu. 
of Faſting and Prayer ſucceſſively, A.. Mt 
ſceching the Lord thrice, and knockingg a the 


at the Door of Heaven, as it were, 7 * 


three Days together; and he alotted to « Th 
each Day its peculiar Buſineſs, thoug 
there were ſeveral Acts of Devotion. Ha 
that were common to all of them. 
The Buſineſs that he more eſpecially 
attended to, the fi Day was, Confei On 
and Contrition ; the ſpecial Buſineſs nd F 
the ſecond Day was, Re/:gnation to t 6,1 
Will of God; and the chief Employſſ« Da 
ment of the third Day was, Serin 
up Petitions and Requeſts. Concerning 


this extraordinary and continued Ad 
0 


ant Thankſgivings. 99 
ould of Devotion, he writes thus. My 
nov three Days left me in a very de- 


| the « firable F rame, very fearful of ſin- 
1 . ning againſt God, very much raiſed 
wor in my Thoughts of Chriſt and Hea- 


b. en, and very watchful to do good 
t ke. and bring forth Fruit unto the Lord. 


8 «© But becauſe an Admiſſion to extra- 
D « ordinary intimate Communion with 
Heaven uſes to be follow'd with ſore 


« Buffetings from Satan, either by in- 
* ternal Impreſſions, or external Oc- 
" currences, I had a trembling Expec- 
« tation of what might follow upon 
that Intercourſe with Heaven to 
* which I had been newly admitted. 


alia 
Day: 
„ be- 
King 
, for 


d v The Evil that I feared came upon 
dug me, but yet I received a marvelous 
Y * Harveſt of the three Days; the De- 


* ſign of them was obtained to Admi- 
© ration. 

On another of his Days of Prayer 
ind Faſting, he writes, © It was a Day 


xally 
772 
{s o 


1 «* full of aſtoniſhing Enjoyments, a 
510% Day filled with Reſignation, Satis- 
” i faction, and heavenly Aſtoniſhments. 


% Heaven has, as it were, been open'd 
« unto me this Day. Never did I ſo 
K 2 ce « Jong 


Ac 
ol 
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* long to die, and fly away to Hea 
ven; I have ſeen and felt wnutterab| on 


9 bings, I have taſted that the Lordi 
e gracious, I can by no means relat 

ce the Communications of Heaven t; cls of 
« which I have been admitted. I an. 3* 
« now ſure that the great God is m Gals i 
« God, that I ſtand before him in th} 4 

40 Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, that n otion: 
„Good ſhall be with-held from me | 
« that God will uſe me to glorify hi 

% greatly, and that I ſhall be an C 
« ject for the everlaſting Triumphs 
« infinite Grace. the 


I was ſcarce able to bear the EA + _=Y 
44 taſies of Divine Love, into which | 3 


« was raptur'd; they exhauſted m © van 
« Spirits, they made me faint, the 
« were inſupportable; I was foro 
« to withdraw from them, leſt th. 
1 Raptures ſhould make me ſwoaf, *? ** 

Nas rec 
« away. 


He alſo kept Days of folemn 2 on that 


hoſ. \ 


120 


giving to God for his Mercies. eb 
chief Employment on ſuch Days may I, , - 
gathered, from what he writes on tw. de © 
or three of them. On one of the 


Days he writes, that he ſet himſelf, | 
I, 


E 
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Hef 1. To recollect the merciful Diſpen- 
ations of God unto him. 

2. To conſider the Aggravations of 
thoſe Mercies, in the Greatneſs and Free- 
els of them. 

3. To regiſter them in his Memo- 
als. 

4. To acknowledge them in his De- 
'otions, 

5. To contrive what Returns he 
 hbould make by way of Gratitude to 
od. f 
3 Upon which he writes, I ſpent 

the Day in ſuch Exerciſes; and the 
EMU Sweetneſs of them, with the heaven- 
ich h Afatus they brought upon my 
m Mind, made me a rich Recompence 
the. for the Labour of them. 

In the Cloſe of the Day, coming 
to ponder, what ſhall I now render 
* to the Lord for all his Benefits?” He 
has recorded the Reſult of his Thoughts 
ann that Head in the following Queſtions 
r Reſolutions. 


wy | « 1. Shall I not love the Lord, and 


rabl, 
rd | 
-elat 
N tt 


I 


0 be 
* 
VOC 


tw © be conſtant, fervent, and unwearied 
thek in ſerving him? eſpecially in the 
f, | K 3 % Rules 
3 
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% Rules I have propoſed for my Con- 
« verſation, 

 & 2, Shall I not endeavour to ſhine 
* by a good Example? 
« 3. Shall I not nd and redeem 
the golden Hours which I enjoy, in 
the midſt of ſo many ſmiling Provi- 
! ? 

4. Shall I not every Day, in 
every Capacity, Relation and Com- 
pany, be contriving «hat can I now 
aud here do for God? and lay myſe! 
out accordingly, 

O] that God would help me thus 
to do.“ 

On another of theſe Thankſgiving 
Days, he writes thus: The Fore 
« noon of this Day I ſpent, 

„ 1. In acknowledging my ow 

Vileneſs before God, by which, af 
ter an aggravated manner, I have 
made myſelf unworthy of all that 
Goodneſs and Mercy that has followei 
me all my Days. 

« 2, In acknowledging thoſe Glorie 

that belong unto the Great God, 

« he is infinitely excellent in himſelf 
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nor of the World; and unto Jeſus 
Chriſt, as he is altogether lovely. In 
theſe Exerciſes my Heart was brought 
into ſuch a Frame, as would have 
turned a Dungeon into a Paradiſe. 
« In the Afternoon I went over va- 
rious Inſtances of God's Kindneſs to 
myſelf in my Thoughts and in my 
Praiſes. But I more eſpecially ſingled 
out three Things in which I have 
ſeen the Favour of God, viz. Anſwers 
to Petitions, Reſcues from Tempta- 
tions, and thoſe Aflictions by means 
of which I have enjoyed both. 
« I then eſſayed to bleſs the Lord for 
thoſe Favours, with which I am at 
preſent ſurrounded on every fide ; 
ſuch as, my Life and Health ;---my 
Accompliſhments in any Points of 
Learning; — my well-furniſh'd Libra- 
ry my Improvement in the Mini- 
ſtry of the Goſpel; my peaceable 
Settlement in a Place of great Op- 
portunities to do good; — the Succeſs 
of my private Labours ;---my Ac- 
ceptance with, and Intereſt among 
the People ;---the Enjoyment of my 
Father unto this Day ;---and the 
| « notable 
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notable Growth and Peace of the 
Flock over which I am Paſtor. 
Having for ſome time employed 
my admiring and adoring Thoughts 
upon the Grace from whence theſe 
Bleſſings come, I then proceeded to 
conſider the Freeneſs of the Grace 
of God in the Gift of Chriſt unto 
the World ; in the Offer of him unto 
myſelf in particular ;-—in that Senſe 
of the Neceſſity of Chriſt, which 
God hath given me ;---1n that Union 
with him, to which the Holy Spiri 
hath brought me ;---and in all the 
further Operations of the Holy Spi- 
rit upon my Soul, by which he iff of 
continually making me more meet 15 * 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. || « 

« I concluded the Day with conſi-I 4e 1 
dering, what ſhall J render to thel « II 
Lord? ] then gave myſelf, my whole c II 
ſelf, all my Powers, Members, Ca-f « b 
pacities and Intereſts, unto the Lord; c , 
which I owned was the leaſt that II.. N 
owed him. In particular, I added, . 
that ſince I owed all my good Things e of 
to the Compaſſions of God, I wouldF x. 
always be contriving how to honourſſ ,, 

« him, 
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* him, and to oppoſe thoſe Evils that 
« are offenſive to him; and ſince I 
e owed the Procurement of all to the 
« Mediation of Chriſt, I would preach 
a Sermon, the Scope of which ſhould 
« be, to magnify the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
« and to invite the Minds of Men to 
an aſſiduous Contemplation of his 
« Glories. 

Again, on another of theſe Days he 
writes as follows. 

« On this Day I conſidered, that as 
« by the Praiſes of God I ſhould be- 
“ come like the good Angels, it was a 
« very reaſonable Thing that I ſhould 
« ofter my extraordinary Praiſes to him 
“ for his Angels. I fee that the Scrip- 
« tures frequently mention the Miniſ- 
e try of the good Angels, about the 
i Heirs of Salvation; and I fee that my 


Life has been wondrouſly ſignalized 


« by their Miniſtry : Therefore, loth 
« to be guilty of ſuch an unthoughtful 
Neglect of the Angels as the genera- 
« lity of thoſe who enjoy the Aſſiſtances 
of thoſe heavenly Guardians are, I 
devoted this Day to glorify the God 
and Father of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


for 
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te for the Miniſtry of his Angels, which 
e has notably befriended me unto this 
c very Day. And I expected, in this 
% Way, not only to render myſelf more 
6 agreeable to thoſe excellent Spirits, 
but alſo to obtain from their and m 
Lord a more ſignal Share of their 
Influence, than had ever yet been 
« granted me. 

<« In the Evening before this Day I 
« was amazed when I beheld, but hap- 
ce py that I plainly beheld the happen. 
« ing of ſeveral Things, that ſeemed, 
6e as it were, contrived on Purpoſe to 
e indifpoſe me for the Duties now be- 
e fore me: But I comfortably got over 
« all thoſe Indiſpoſitions. 

« My chief Exerciſe, in the Fore- 
© noon, was to conſider exactly, and 
« with as much of Scripture and Learn- 
« ing as I could, the Exiſtence, the Pro- 
« perties and the Relations of the good 
« Angels, and the Honour, though not 
% Worſhip, that is due to thoſe benign 
« Spirits; and then to collect the va- 
« rious References to their Miniſtry, 


« which I have found ſcattered in the] 


« Oracles of God, whether towards par- 
ce ticulæ 


c 


c 


c 


c 
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ticular Saints, or towards the Church 
in general. But my Conſiderations 
were ſtill directed unto the Lord, 
with my Deſires, that he ſhould for 
ever be magnified and glorified, for 
the Things in which he had thus 
commiſſioned his Angels, to be his 
Meſſengers and his Inſtruments. 

« cannot fully expreſs the Eleva- 
tion of Soul with which I went 
through theſe noble Exerciſes, and 
which I at laſt concluded with an 
Aſſurance that I ſhould one Day 
come to praiſe hin that ſits upon the 
Throne, and the Lamb, in the Com- 
pany of his holy Angels, for ever. 

« In the Afternoon I looked over 
ſome Catalogues of Mercies, received 
from the God of Heaven, which I 
had heretofore entred in my Diaries ; 
and by comparing what I read in the 
Scriptures, about the Miniſtry of An- 
e gels, I examined, in what particular 
Inſtances, 1 might reaſonably ſup- 
1 their ſubordinate Agency had 


en concerned in my own Affairs. 


e And here I could not but own their 
0 Miniſtry in my Preſervation from 


0 many 
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% many Dangers, while I was a Child * 
« —from all Harms in the many Jour- 
e neys I have taken from Epidemi- 
« cal Diſtempers, by which many have 
« fallen on my right Hand, ao on my 
e left e and from various Temptations, 
« when I have been ready to do, what 
ce would have been very oppoſite to the 
« Glory of God, and to my own Wel- 
« fare, but have been ſtrangely pre- 
© vented *.—As my early Converſion 
& was an Occaſion of Joy to the goo 
« Angels, ſo I make no doubt, but ſe- 
« veral Means and Circumſtances, by 
« which it was brought about, were 
c conducted by their Miniſtry *.—To 
« them alſo, under God, I aſcribe ma- 
« ny ſtrange Opportunities I have had 
« of doing Good, and of ſerving the 
« Church and Intereſt of Chriſt, both 
« by Speaking and Writing ; and ma- 
« ny ſecret and ſtrong Impulſes upon 
« my Mind, by which I have been 
« prompted and directed to particula 
« Services. I queſtion not but my 
« Marriages, and the Circumſtances 0 
cc m 

2 Mat. xviii. 10. “ Pal. xci. 11,12, © Pal. A 


3, 4 Numb. xxii. 32. Luke xv. 10, f AG 
x. 30, 32. Acts vill, 29. | 
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d: my Family, have been conducted by 
ur- the Angelss.— When my loſt Health 
mi- has been reſtored, have not Angels 
ave been my Phyſicians*?—And the Pro- 
my if viſion of Food convenient for me has, 
ons, frequently, been ſo ſtrangely timed, 
that that I muſt be blind, if I did not 
the ſee that Angels were my Providers. 
The Contemplation of theſe Things 
filled my Heart with Love and Praiſe. 
] could not forbear ſaying, Bleſs the 
Lord, O my Scul, and forget not all 
is Benefits! And if any good Angels 
' of the Lord are now nigh unto me, do 
* you alſo bleſs the Lord ye heavenly 
* Miniſters; and oh ! adore that freg 
ma- Grace of his, which employs you to be 
had /erviceable to ſo poor, fo mean, ſo vile 
theft 2 Wretch as is here proſtrate before 
Yoth Hin. 
ma-! From thence I went on to Sup- 
pon plications, that the great God woulg 
deen go on more than ever to employ 
ulalf his good Angels for my Good; and 
my that he would preſerve me from the 
s off. Illuſions and Injuries of the evil 
my ; Angels. 


I. xci. L I 


= Gen, iv. 7. h John v. 4. Mal, Ixxvili. 25. 
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* the Myſteries of Redemption by Jeſu: 


* as on the Wing to execute the Er 


« I then conſidered, what Return 
I ſhould make unto the Lord, fo 
Benefits I have received by the Mini 


ce of ( 


« of 
{try of his Angels. And here I: "6 
thought on that Meſſage which a. Cre 
Angel brought from Heaven, to ondffj« An. 
of his Fellow-Servants, towards thefſ« Im. 
Cloſe of a Day that had been ſpent all, 
in extraordinary Devotion, Dan. ix . {r 
23. Thcu art greatly beloved, or ile of 
may be rendered, thou art a deſirable and 
Man. So I ſpent an Hour or two ii. cou 
conſidering what would render . liev 
ſuch a Man; and I concluded, onq , ter. 
Thing muſt be, to become as an Bef 
gelical, or as like to the good Angel, a 


as I could: Accordingly I conſider di ate L 
that the Angels are continually em qr the 
ploy'd in beholding and admirinꝗgandi 
the Glories of the great God“; Praye 
that they are continually ſtudyingli, nov 


times 
that 1: 
| Night 
rands on which God ſends them © ;#;hs; - 
that they are continually doing good the N 


to the People, and to the Churcheſ here 
cc. of 


Chriſt Þ ;—that they are continual 


0, 51 


i I "> A Ea 
J* Angels before me as Patterns, for my 
Y* "a 
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« of Chriit*; that they have great Sa- 


. tisfaction and Z 66th in the Converſion 


« of miterable Sinners; and, in fine, 
« that the good Angels are very holy 


In theſe things ] ſet the 


And for the Cloſe of 
« all, becauſe I thought it would be 


. fmewhat Angelical, I took a Lift 


of many poor People in my Flock; 


, and reſolved to take what Care I 


could to have their Neceſſities re- 
© heved againit the approaching Win- 


ter. And ſo the Day ended.“ 


Befides theſe many Days which 


Pr. Mather kept, for extraordinary pri- 


rate Devotion, he followed the Practice 
of the primitive Chriſtians, who, under- 
ſtanding the Command, to watch unto 
Prayer in a more literal Senſe than it 
s now commonly taken in, had ſome- 


Atimes their / gtls, as they called them; 


that is, they ſpent a good part of the 
Night in Prayer, and ſo did Dr. Ma- 
ther : He has often roſe in the dead of 
the Night, and retired into his Study, 
where he has fpent ſeveral Hours in 


L 2 Acts 


© Heb: 1. 34. | -* Lake xv. 16 
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Acts of Devotion; and where he ha« 
often found the abridging himſelf H 4275 
his natural Reſt, has been abundanth« ant 


recompenſed to him by ſpiritual Enfl « 


largements. &« lr. 
| en 
rien VF; « Ze. 


"Of his Self Examination, and Evidence” An 


for Heaven, 


D R. Mather took frequent Opporſ® ma 
tunities of Examining and pra 
ing the State and Frame of his o poſ 
Soul, that he might be ready always W* ma 
give a Reaſon of the Hope that was iff and 


lim. This was, uſually, a part of hiff* kn 


preparatory Work for the Lord's Sup « : 
per. On one ſuch Occaſion, he writefſ« tior 
thus : 0 2 

« Firſt, I find that not only my Un in 1 
c derſtanding ſees, but my Will chuſch Hi 
the great God as my beſt Good, an « 


« my laſt End; for, 805 

« I, My Intereſt in him is m and 

«« oreateſt Wiſh and Joy, according i. ſo b 

” Pſalm xvi. 5, 6. Eſa. Ixxili. 2 5. Long « $ 

« iii. 2 5. Ja. xxvi 13. But to this mi. teſt. 

Conſcience objects, you would then M. ..+; 
ce F711 * 
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e haf more careful and more earneſt for ſe- 
If offi* curing that Intereſt. To which 1 
ant anſwer, 

En & rt. That IT do mourn under, and 
« ſtrive againit, my own Coldneſs; and 
« endeavour to ſtir up myſelf to greater 
« Zeal and Diligence in this Matter. 
1 And, 

i 2, That my Zeal to make uſe of 
* any Enjoyment, is not ſo lively as to 
make ſure of my Intereſt in God. 

II. I do heartily embrace and pur- 
" poſe the glorifying of God, as the 
main Defign upon which I would be, 
and ive and work. But how do I 
know that I do fo? I anſwer, 
uy © 1. By my frequent actual Dedica- 
write tions of myſelf to his Glory. 

« 2. By the Diſpoſition of my Soul 
in Prayer for any Mercy; above all, 
for that Mercy. 

3. By my exceeding great Satisfac- 
tion in God's being acknowledged 
and · glorified, eſpecially when he is 
ſo by me, or by my Means. 
+ Secondly, I reject with much De- 
* teſtation, "all that has made any Sepa- 
© ration betwixt the Lord and m y 
L 3 « Soul, 


. 
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« Soul. Sin is that accurſed Thing'll _. 
« therefore I lament it, I abhor it, ! i hi 
© labour to avoid it. mn 

« Thirdly, I endeavour to come untof _ 
te Jeſus Chriſt, the ever-glorious Me-. de 
« diator, that I may be inſtated in. be 
« the full Enjoyment of God, accord- . 
« ing to John xiv. 6. I come thirſtingſ] _ 
« after the Fountain of Life in God., Pe 
« I come to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as, © 
« the Way; and I would have none 
« but him to be my Saviour, I an 
ce free that he ſhould execute every one 
* of his Offices, in the accompliſhing 13 
*« of my Salvation. Bleſſed be theſh © 
« Lord who hath not left me deſtitute} . 
« of his eternal Mercies. 

Il made uſe of a Collection of Marks. 
ce and Sigus of Grace, which I had by of 
« me; and I examined whether I had. 
« done ſuch and ſuch things which are] . S 
«© mention'd in them, as Marks of the. 
Children of God; and, to put the. * 
Matter out of all Doubt, I ſet myſelf < 


« 3 

*« to do them over again. Great Sa-ſ 
« tisfaction was the Effect of theſe] „ ... 
« Exerciſes. cc 1 
Theſſc. , 
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« The Reſult of another ſuch Trial 
his Heart and State, he has recorded, 
as follows. | 
« Aſking the Help of Heaven, I was 
defirous, if I were yet unſound, to 
begin the Work of Converſion again, 
and to go over anew all the ſorrow- 
ful Hours that I had formerly ex- 
perienced in it. But if I were ſin- 
cere, that I might ſee my Sincerity, 
and thereby have my Hands ſtrength- 
ned in the Warfare to which I am 
called. 
« 1 then found theſe Reaſons for my 
Hope, that the Lord has begun a 
a never-dying Work of Grace upon 
my Soul. 
« 1. The ſupreme Defign and Deſire 
of my Soul 1s, that God may be for 
ever glorious. Interior Ends are be- 
come deſpicable in mine Eyes, and 
I apprehend thoſe Perſons are the 
worlt of Fools Who live only to 
themſelves. The Voice of my Soul 
is, eb let the Lord be magnified ; theres 
fore I am contriving every Week, 
every Day, and perhaps oftener 
than ſo, what can I do for the Name 
of God, Hence it is, that my Thirſt 
cc after 
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after any Enlargement in the Service 
of God, and the Deſire and Hope 
of my own Salvation, does then af- 
fect and tranſport me the moſt, 
when I think hereby the Glory of the 
infinitely amiable God will be diſcovered 
and exalted. And hence it is, that 
thoſe things by which the Glory of 
God is obſcured and eclipſed, eſpe- 
cially thoſe curfed Luſts of mine, 
which have rebbed the Lord of the 
Glory that Tmight have brought him, 
vex and cut my very Soul within me. 
Finally, my — rejoices in any 
Revenues of Glory that are any way 
brought to the Lord. I feel my own 
Intereſt gratified by it, While J ſee 
my beſt Friend honoured and ad- 
vanced. : | 

« 2, My Heart is inſatiably preſſing 
after the higheſt Attainments of Re- 
ligion. Oh! when I confider what 
it is to converſe with God con- 
tinually ; and not only to be living 
always with and upon, and unto the 


except in Him, and for Him, and to 


« have Him for my All in All, my 


« Heart 
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« Heart ſprings at it; I cry, F ſtrive, - 


« Lord, let me thus draw near unto 
« thee. ' 

«© When I have been mightily car- 
« ried forth in my public Miniſtrations, 
« T have taken Comfort, not for that 
« any Gifs of mine have been diſplay- 
©« ed, but that the Power and Wiſdom, 
« the Goodneſs and Truth of the glo- 
« rious God have, by my Means, been 
©« manifeſted to hundreds of Perſons, 


This even diſſolves my Heart, and 


e cauſes me to love that God who has 
« honoured himſelf by me. Hence 
« alſo it is, that my Spirit grows more 
« and more dead to, and unconcerned 
* about keeping or loſing any Creature 
e Comforts; for I can encourage my 
« ſelf in the Lord my God. 

« 3. I keep up a continual Converſe 
te with the Lord FeſusChriſt, the Mediator 
te betwixt God and Man, by 15 Ad. 
* dreſſes to him, ſolliciting his Favour 
«* to accompliſh the great Work of 
« bringing my God and my Soul to- 
« gether, and to fulfill the Deſign of 
« all his Offices in the Performance 
"EI 

* 4 My 
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cc 


« 4, My Reſpect unto the Command. 


« manaments of God is univerſal. Let 
* a Precept be never ſo difficult to 


obey, or never ſo diftaſteful to Fleſh 
and Blood, yet if I fee it is God's 
Command; my Soul fays, zf is good, 
ws me obey it till T die. 

* 5. JI was alſo upright before him, 

* I hept myſelf frommine Iniquity*, 
for let my own Iniquity aſſault me 
with never ſo much Violence, I ne- 
ver give up the Combat; if I am 
foiled, I mourn, if I am hambled, Iam 
grieved exceedingly, and I keep 
crying to Heaven for Help; and ! 
am refolved I will do ſo while I have 
a Day to live. Therefore, bleſs the 
Lord, O my Soul.” 
At another time he writes, Lord, 
Jam ſo ſatisfied of the infmite Glory 
and Greatneſs. of my Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of thy infinite Regafd 
to kin, that I wholly give up myſelf 
to that illuſtrious Saviour; and ! 
pitch upon it as my chief Happineſ 
to ſerve him for ever. 


2 Pſalm xviii. 23. 
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© Lord, I -m on ſuch ill terms with 
« my Sin, that I moſt heartily give 
« Thanks unto thee, tor the moſt bit- 
« ter and humbling Diſpenſations of 
« thy Providence towards me, that 
have any Tendency to mortify it. 

« Lord, I will always be at work 
« for thee, and I will be ſo far from 
0 thinking much of any Work which 
« I may do for thee, that whatever 
« Suiterings ſhall befall me for the ſake 
„of that Work, I will not only pa- 
« tiently endure them, but rejoice in 
them. 


SECTION Vh 
Of his Manner of keeping the Lord's Day, 


Good part of the Saturday After- 
noon was ſpent by him in private 

Acts of Devotion, as preparatory. to 
the Duties and Services of the Day 
enſuing ; ſuch as Prayer, Reading, Me- 
ditation, and Singing of Hymns. . In 
the Evening he endeavoured to diveſt 
his Mind of all worldly 'Thoughts and 
Cares, and he called upon his Family 
to 
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boly. After this he retired again into 8 
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to prepare for the approaching Sab- W 
bath. : lic P. 
On the Lord's Day Morning, he roſeflf P 
earlier than he uſually did on other rh 
Days. After a Meditation, as he was ing; 
dreſſing, on his ſtated Queſtion for {rat 
that Morning, viz. What ſhall J do for lghat 
the Good of the Flock that I have under ¶ And 
my Charge. He ſang a Hymn; then nix 
he addreſſed himſelf to God in a ſhort Ypjacy 
Prayer, for the Pardon of the Sins of After 
his paſt Sabbaths, and for Grace toflyak 
ſanctify this Day to his Honour; then Hefti 
he read a Portion of the Old Teſtament is w. 
in the Hebrew, another in French, and Iserm 
a Portion of the New Teſtament in Idid n 
Greek ; and he uſually wrote down the IHeav 
Remarks he made upon Texts as he profit 
went along; then he made his Morning Ur 
Prayer in his Study. After this he read 
ſung and prayed in his Family, andflpme 
gave them all a folemn Charge, to 
remember the Sabbath Day to keep it 


his Study, where, in another ſhort 
Prayer, he recommended himſelf, andFtertai; 
the Ordinances he was going to attendFfitahle 


upon, to the Bleſſing of God, the wo 
While! 
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Sab- While he was attending on the pub- 
lic Prayers, and Preaching, and Singing 
role of Pſalms, he carefully watched his 
ther Thoughts, to keep them from wander- 
Was Hing; and he laboured to get his Heart 
for ſuitably impreſſed and affected with 
r what he heard, and what he ſung : 
nder ¶ And for that Purpoſe he uſed to inter- 
hen mix a great many private, but ſhort 
hort Ejaculations, with the public Service. 
s of After it was over, he ſet himſelf to 
> toWiwaken in his own Heart ſuch ſpiritual 
henW)efires, or to form ſuch holy Purpoſes, 
nent es were ſuitable to the Subject of the 
and Sermon he had been hearing; and he 
t in did not forget to ſend a pious With to 
Heaven, that all the Hearers might be 
 hefprofited by it. 
ning] Upon his Return to his Study, he 
he read ſome Portion of Scripture, or 
and ſſome other Diſcourſe concerning the 
great Sabbatiſm, which the Church of 
God is encouraged to look for, and the 
florious Things which are ſpoken of 
the City of God. At his Table he en- 
andtertained the Company with ſome pro- 
tendFfitable Diſcourſe ; and indeed through 
„Ihe whole Lord's Day, he ſet a very 
Thile | M par- 
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particular Watch upon his Lips, that 
not one Word might drop from him 
on that Day, but what was gocd to the 
uſe of eaifying, 

He looked upon Charity to the Poor 
as a Duty, more eſpecially belonging 
to the Lord's Day ; therefore it was his 
Cuſtom to have ſome ſuch entertained 
that Day at his Table. 

After Dinner he returned to his 
Study, where, after he had offered up 
a Prayer for the Advancement of Re- 
ligion in the World, and for the haſten- 
ing the Day of God, he looked over his 
Notes of the Sermon he was to preach 
that Afternoon; and endeavoured to ſtir 
up in his own Mind ſuch Affections, 
Deſires and holy Purpoſes, as were ſuita- 
ble to every Part of it. For this he 
implored the Help of Divine Grace, 
as well as for his public Work, which 
was now immediately before him. He 
uſually ſpent about three Hours in his 
public Miniſtrations on the Lord's Day, 


to q great Aſſembly, and with great As- 


ſiſtance from Heaven. 
When the public Service was over, 


and when he had taken ſome neceſſary 
Refreſh- 
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Refreſhment, he retired again for 


Prayer. Then he called his Family to- 
gether, and catechiſed the Children, 


and went through the Sermons of the 


Day with them in a familiar manner, 
alking them Queſtions upon each Head 
that had been diſcourſed on; by which 
means he both helped them to recol- 
le& the things they had heard, and 
further explained thoſe things to them. 
After this he retired again into his 
Study for ſome time, which he ſpent 
n Reading and Meditation ; and then 
he returned to his Family, when he 
heard every Child, that was capable of 
it, read a Pordois of ſome Book of 
Devotion, from which he took Occaſion 
to give then ſome Inſtructions of his 
own. After this he ſung a Hymn 
with his Family, and concluded the 
dervice of the Day with Prayer, par- 
ticularly imploring Pardon for the Sins 
of the Day paſt, and with Thankſ- 
giving for the Mercies of it, and with 
committing himſelf, and his Family, 
and all his Intereſts, into the Hands of 
his dear Saviour. 


M 2 On 


124 His Manner of 
On a Sacrament-Day he has ſome. A 
times recorded his private Meditationꝗ ter 
at the Lord's Table, of which I wil 
ſubjoin the following Specimen“. « jf 
The firſt Prayer being ended, he had n 
Leiſure, while the Bread was breaking, « [, 
; for the following Meditation. « yy 
« Do I need the Lord Jeſus Chriſt I fe- 
| * yes infinitely ; but chiefly on tyq Aj 
«© Accounts. The Guilt of Sin on mef:4tio! 
« js mountainous; none but he can re. is 


| « move it. The Power of Sin in m. Cc 
| « 1s marvellous; none but he can ſu cio 
1 due it. © ne" 


| But, am I willing to have thdſſ« in 
f « Lord Jeſus Chriſt? yes, moſt heartiFÞ« for 
ly: For there is a dreadful Neceflityſ® tor 
j « that the Miſeries of my Soul ſhould tg 

„ « be.rclieved ; He, and none but he Co. 
f .* can relieve them. I cannot find an 


ma 

i „ thing unlovely in the Lord Jelu: Lor 
| .« Chriſt, all his Benefits and Office 37; 
; « are defirable.---And therefore, Lordfrocec 
j I am willing. Art thou jo? then tan tan 
| « him, ſays the Lord, 1 give him M all! 
« thee.” for 


Accord his 


Py I ; © Al] 
2 N. B. This was when le did rot cfliciate as tl 
Miniſter. 
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me- Accordingly he took the Bread, at- 
ona ter which he proceeded in his private 
willy Meditations, © The Lord Jeſus is mine; 
« if I am ready to queſtion it, I may 
had now ſee, and feel, and taſte it. My 
ding] Lord and Saviour, I may be ſure, 
« will engage for my Good, and per- 
« fect every Part of my Salvation. 
After the ſecond Prayer, his Medi- 
tation went on, The firſt Covenant 
is broken, it ſpeaks nothing but 
« Confuſion to fallen Man : The gra- 
cious God therefore enters into a 
new Covenant, which is of Grace; 
in it is tendered all manner of Good 
th} for Believers on Chriſt, the Media- 
eſlitf® tor of that Covenant. Am I willing 
hould to come under the Wings of this 
it he Covenant? Yes, Lord, thou haſt 
dam made me willing. Then, fays the 
Jeſuf Lord, here is the New Teftament in my 
YhceF Blood.” Then he took the Wine and 
Lordrocecded ; © Now I ſhall have Repen- 
n la tance and Remiſſion of Sins; now 
vim iF all my Changes will be well ordered 
for me; my God will guide me by 
ccord his Counſel, and bring me to Glory. 
All the great and precious Promiſes 


1 of 


rilt? 

tW C 
[1 INC 
n re 
i me 


{ub 
> the 


earti 


te as th 


CE EAI 417 GEE 8 


126 Living by Faith 


« of God are my Heritage, and ſhall 
ce be the Rejoicing of my Heart.” 

Thus did this holy Man ſanctify the 
Lord's Day. But Holineſs to the Lord 
was indeed written upon every Day, 
in his manner of ſpending it. He was 


in the Fear of God all the Day long, 


and he lived daily by Faith on his Pro- 
miſes; as will appear by another Pal- 
ſage 1 in his Diary, which ſhall be here 
tranſcribed. *© Let it be a Part of my 
* Buſineſs every Day, to be applyin 
* the Promiſes. There are certain Pro 
* miſes that are of continual Uſe ! 
*« the Chriſtians daily Walk; and! 
* with J might every Day have ſome 
e delightful Reflections on ſeveral of 
« them. 

« Every Day I ſhall have Occafic 
« for a Promiſe of @ Supply of all m 
« daily Wants; ſuch as that in Phil. iv 
« 19. God will 77 all your Needs. 

« Every Day all have Occaſior 
« fora Promiſe of Grace, to condud 
*« and manage the Day for the Glor 
*« of God; ſuch as that in Zech x. 12 


&« [ Will Sungtien them in the 12 
« fh 
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« they ſhall walk up and down in his 


« Name, ſaith the Lord. 

« Every Day I ſhall have Occaſion 
* for a Promiſe of growing Victory over 
« Sin; ſuch as that in Mic. vii. 19. He 


« will ſubdue our Intquities. 

« Every Day 1 ſhould have a Pro- 
% mite of Szcceſs in my Undertaking ; 
« ſuch a one there is, Pſal. i. 3. hat- 
« ſcever he doth ſhall prof er. 

« Every Day I ſhould have a Pro- 
t miſe of Protection from Dangers; 


© ſuch a one is, P/al. xci. 10, No 


« Evil ſhall befal thee. 
« Every Day I ſhould have a Promiſe 


« of Direction and Counſel in my Diffi- 


“ culties ; and ſuch a one there is, Pal. 
* xxxii 8. I will inſtruct thee, and I 
ce will teach thee, in the Way which 
&« thou ſhould} go. 

« Every Day it were good I ſhould 
“ have a Promiſe of not being the worſe, 
« at leaſt, for whatever happens to me; 
« ſuch a Promiſe I find, Rom. viii. 28. 
& All things ſhall work together for 
« good. 

« Every Day I cannot live without 


&« a Promiſe of eternal Haping at my 
dying 
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& dying Day ; ; ſuch a Promiſe I have, 
te Lukexii. 32. It is your Father's good 
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Pleaſure to give you the Kingdom. 
% Oh that I may be often, every 
Day, meditating and truſting on 
ſuch Promiſes as theſe. It would 
make a ſort of Heaven upon Earth; 
and it would have a delightful Effi- 
cacy towards my perfecting Holmeſs 
in the Fear of God. 
&« In another Place are the following 
Reſolutions for his walking with God. 
Lord, thou that workeſt in me to 
will, help me to reſolve, 
8 Firſt, As to my 7, boughts. That 
I will endeavour to keep God, and 
Chriſt, and Heaven, much in m 
Thoughts; and that 1 will EY 
and pray againſt all evil Thoughts, 
eſpecially in the Times of Deyo- 
tion, 
« Secondly, As to my Words. 
* 1. Not to be of many Words, 
and when I ſpeak, to do it with De- 
liberation. | 
ce 2, To remember my Obligation 
to uſe my Tongue as the Lord's, 
and not my own, and therefore to 
cc pro- 
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« promote ſavoury Diſcourſe, if I can, 
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Where ever I come. 

. Never to anſwer any Queſtion 
th” is weighty, without firſt lifting 
up.my Heart to God in a Requeſt, 
that he would help me to give a 
right Anſwer, 

“ 4. To ſpeak ill of no Man, ex- 
cept on a good Ground, and for a 
right End. 

&« 5. Seldom to make a Viſit without 
contriving, what I may do for God in 
that Vifit. 

e Thirdly, As to my daily Courſe of 
Duties. 

6 1. To pray at leaſt thrice every 
Day. 

& 2. To meditate once a Day, after 
a doctrinal and practical Manner. 
3. To make a Cuſtom of pro- 
pounding to myſelf theſe three 


Queſtions at Night, before I go to 


Sleep, viz. what has been the ſpecial 
Mercy of God to me in the Day paſt ? 
what has been my Carriage towards 


God, and in his Sight ? and, if T/hould 


« dje this Night, is my immortal Spirit 
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130 His loft Sickneſs, 
* 4. To keep up a Converſe with In 


© God by frequent Ejaculations. nels, 
« 5, To eye, and regard God in his © pc 
* Providences. « th 


And in all, to be continually going © L. 
* to Chriſt by Faith, as the only Phy-“ lr 
« fician and Redeemer of my Soul.“ po 
« Lord, thou workeſt in me to reſolve, K W 


help me alſo to perform.” « be 
5 : « w] 
p | e mi 
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Of his laſt Sickneſs and Death. qu 
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Fr'HOUGH Dr. Matber's Life was, N ea; 
in a manner, one continual Pre-. ag 
paration for Death, yet he did not neg- I m. 
lect to improve the Warnings which lig 
God was ſometimes giving him, by thi 
bodily Sickneſs, to make a more imme- for 
diate and actual Preparation for his Þ tai. 
preat Change; as in particular, to get I mg 
is Heart more thoroughly. weaned FF ter 
from the World, to get his Will more « 
compleatly reſigned to the Will of God, I wil 
and to get the Deſires of his Soul more 7 a 


ſtrongly fixed on the heavenly State I tha 
and Bleſſings. | | 
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neſs, he writes thus: 
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In one of his former Seaſons of Sick- 
« When I was 
pouring out my Soul in Prayer to the 
the Lord, I mentioned the further 
Lengthening out of my Life, that ſo 
I might enjoy and improve more Op- 
portunities of glorifying him in this 
World. And I humblyacknowledged 
before him two other Objections, 
which my Fleth had made againſt 
my = but which, through his 
Grace, I had now filenced and con- 
quered. 


« Firſt, My Fleſh pleaded, that 
earthly Comforts were things too 
agreeable to be eaſily forſaken ; but 
my Faith 1s fatisfied that the De- 
lights of Heaven are ſweeter than 
— Comforts of Earth: And there- 
fore J can freely leave all the Enter- 
tainments of this evil World, that I 
may be with Chriſt, which is for bet- 
ter than them all. 


« Secondly, My Fleſh pleaded, what 


will become of my Offspring when 
] am gone? but my Faith is ſatisfied 
that God will be a Father to my 
' Fatherleſs Children; and that my 


« Lord 
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132 His laſt Sickneſs, 
« Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom IJ have 
* ſerved without ſeeking to gain worldly 
* Portions for my Children by my 
« Miniſtry, will be their Guardian, 
and will not ſuffer them to want any 
good Thing. My Mind being thus 
« eaſy, on theſe two Accounts, I am (ſ N 
ready to die; and yet I beſought the | tl 
« Lord that he would pleaſe to ſpare n 
« my Life, that I might do him a little 
“ more Service in his Church upon Ss 
«« Earth, before I enter on his prom:ſedi « 
£c Reſt.” |< tl 

The Peace and Comfort of his Mind, “ 8 
with reſpect to his Children, which he] 
expreſſes in the foregoing Paragraph, I 
was, no doubt, very much promoted 4 
by a ſolemn Act of Reſignation and Truſt, to 
which he had formerly made of them] C 
into the Hands of Chriſt, at a time“ th 
when he was under an Apprehenſion 
that he ſhould leave them Orphans. * 
This Act he wrote and figned, and it“ m 
will not be improper to tranſcribe theſſ © hz 
Form of it into this Place, It is as © . 
follows, 
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My great and good Saviour, 

thou Son of God, and the Lord 
in whom the Fatherleſs find Mercy, 
The principal Satisfaction and Comfort 
« with which I receive the Children, 
*« which the Lord hath graciouſly given 
me, at their Birth into the World, i is, 
| the Proſpect of more Subjects for 
* my Saviour, and the Propagation and 
* Continuation of his Kingdom in the 
e World. For this Purpoſe it is my 
«* ſtrong and full Deſire to do my Part, 


| that my Children may know their 


% Saviour, and ſerve him with @ per- 


« fect Heart and wi ling Mind: And 
] earneſtly cry unto him to produce 
* a Work of Grace in their Souls, and 
« to take them under the perpetual 
Conduct of the Spirit of Grace, that 
e they may do to. 


«© Now I firmly believe that the 


World is under the Goverment of 
e my Saviour, that he ſits at the Right- 


« hand of God, and that all the Ai- 
« fiirs of Divine Providence are under 
e his Adminiſtration. He does particu- 
e larly employ the Min niftry of Bis 


mighty Angels in governing the 


N & Chil- 
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134 FCQis las Sickneſs, 


Children of Men ; and more particu- 


* larly does he make them the Guar— 
* dians of his little Ones: And moſt 


of all, when in his Providence he 
makes them Fatherleſs Children, O, 
Ouphans well provided for! 

« Wherefore, O my Saviour, I 
commit my Children into thy Fa- 
therly Hands, I pray to thee that 
thy gracious Providence may, and [ 
truſt in thee that it will, be concerned 
for them. Oh, let nothing be want- 
ing to them that ſhall be good for 
them. Cauſe them to fear and love 
thee, and to walk in thy Ways; 
and make uſe of them to do Good 
in their Generation. Be thou their 
Friend, and raiſe them up ſuch as 
may be neceſſary, and in a conve- 
nient Manner ſupply all their Neceſſi- 
ties. Give thy Angels a Charge of 
them, and when their Father and 
Mether forſake them, then do thou 
take them up. 

This is the Supplication, this the 
Reſignation, this the Dependance of, 


C. MAT HE R. 


and Death. 135 

When he was expecting Death in a 
Fit of Sickneſs, ſome time before the 
laſt, he expected it not only without 
Terror, but with full Aſſurance of 
Hope. Lord, ſaid he, thou art with 
* me, and doſt enable me to ſing in 
e the dark Valley of the Shadow of 
e Death. I perceive the Signs of 
% Death upon me, and am I not 
« aftrighted ? no, not at all. I will 
* not ſo diſhonour my Saviour, as to be 
«* frighted at any thing that can befal 
me while Iam in his bleſſed Hands.” 
To ſome Gentlemen that came to viſit 
him, he ſaid, I hope I ſhall not be 
found a Fool, though here I lie and 
«* fing, Soul take thine Eaſe, thou haſt 
* Goods laid up for many Years, yea, 
for endleſs Ages; but they are an- 
« other ſort of Goods than thoſe which 
this vain World puts off its Idola- 
« ters with.” 

From the Beginning of his laſt 
sickneſs, which was about fix Feeks 
before he died, he had the Sentence of 
Death in himſelf, as appears by a Note 
which he ſent to one of his Phy/icians, 


In which he told him, My lat Enemy 
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126 His laſt Sickneſs, 

is come, I would ſay, my beſt Friend. 8 
He was now more than ordinarily ear- « 
neſt to have his Will reſigned to God; 
and God gave him the Deſire of his « 
Heart. When one of his Church aſked « 
him, whether he was defirous to die, 
he anſwered, I dare not ſay that I am, 

nor yet that I am not, I would be entire ex 
reſigned unto God. When, at another in 
time, he was mentioning ſome Matters hi: 
that he had on the Carpet, and which Fe 
he would willingly have lived to finiſh, 


ſur 
he checked himſelf for harbouring any tha 
Deſire of Life, and ſaid, but if 7hiffl Lit 
God of my Life has ordered otherwiſe, I fre, 


defire to have no Will of my own, When av 
the Phyſicians hinted to him, that his} 7 
Sickneſs was like to be unto Death, he pro 
lifted up his Hands and Eyes to Heay him 
ven, and ſaid, Thy Will be done onf gave 
Earth as it is in Heaven, And a fewl did 
Hours before he died, he ſaid, now I of } 
have nothing more to do here, my Will i bleſſ 
entirely fwallowed up in the Will of God Fam 
His Heart was ſet upon glorifying andJ T 
praiſing God, much more than upoſ he {; 
his own Health or Life; thereforg] « ] 
when he was told how much many « 


goo 
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good People prayed for him, he ſaid, 
« The Prayer of the Ur ght is his De- 
e light, and I rejoice in that Sickneſs, 
* which, by procuring the Prayers of 
« ſincere Chriſtians, procuresa Pleaſure 
« to the infinite God. ” 

During his laſt Sicknefs, he often 
expreſſed the ſtrong Conſolation he had 
in the Views of Heaven; which carried 
him above the Love of Life and the 
Fear of Death, and alſo his full A 


ſurance that he ſhould 1ot be loſt, but 


that he was going to cat the Nead of 
Life, and drink the Waters of Life 
freely, when all Tears ſhould be wiped 
away from his Eyes for ever. 

Many were the toleran Bieſings he 


pronounced on thofe that came to ſee 


him, and the ſerious Charges which he 
gave them at parting. How earneſtly 


did he with and pray that the Bleſſing 


| of him, in whom all Nations are to * 


bleſſed, might reſt on the Perſons and 
Panilics of his Friends. 

To a young Miniſter, his Nepheno, 
he ſaid, My dear Son, I bleſs you, 


11 wiſh you all manner of Bleſſings, 
may you be ſtrong in the Grace with. 


N 3 Which. 
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* which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will 
furniſh you. And may you be an 
Inſtrument of diſplaying his Beau- 
ties and Glories unto others. Let it 
be your Ambition to bring forth 


much of that Fruit, by which our 


heavenly Father is glorified. May 
you be fruitful in good Works, 
You have been intimately acquainted 
with my poor manner of living; 
follow whatever you have ſeen in 
it that is agreeable to the Pattern of 
a glorious Chriſt. My dear Son, I 
do with all poſſible Affection recom- 
mend you to the Bleſſing of our 
dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt; take my 
Hand, with my Heart full of Blet- 
ſings.” 

To his wn Son he ſaid, © you have 
been a dear and pleaſant Child to 
me, and I wiſh you as many Blet- 
ſings, as you have done me Services, 
which are very many. I with and 


pray that the God of Avraham, Iſaac 
and Jacob may be yours, and that 
his Bleſſiug may reſt upon you. I 
wiſh that, as you have a Proſpect of 
« being ſerviceable in the World, you 
L may 
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te may be conſiderable, and great as the 
« Patriarchs were, by introducing a 
« Chriſt into the World. The Grace 
« of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with 
« you. Amen.” | 

The Day before he died, he had 
ſome Paſſages read to him in his Book 
Reftitutus, or a Diſcourſe upon Re- 
covery from Sickneſs ; which Paſſages, 
he ſaid, he felt, and if he had Strength 
to ſpeak, he would uſe the very Words: 
Therefore I will here tranſcribe them. 

« If the Requeſt be granted, and 
« the Felicity of having our Saviour 
« graciouſly with us be obtained, what 
« a Strength will the Joy of the Lord 
« give us for our Conflict with the laſt 
« Enemy. It is faid, Zech. xiv. 7. It 
ce ſhall come to paſs, at Evening Time 15 
« ſhall be light. O, the Light which 
& a glorious Chriſt, preſent with us, 
« will give us in the Evening, when 
« the Curtains of a Death-Bed are 
« drawn about us. The Light of a 


« Soul paſſing into he Inheritance of 


« the Saints in Light! The Light of 
« an open and abundant Entrance into 


« the Paradiſe of God, 
1 May 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


. 


cc 


ec 


cc 


cc 


£4 


cc 


cc 


cc 


- yy me 


« May we have our glorious Chriſt 
with us when we are paſſing through 
the Fire, we ſhall be as unhurt, and 
as eaſy, as the three MWorthies were in 
the fiery Furnace. By his good Spirit 
he will now fay unto us, Fear thou 
not, for I am with thee, be not diſmayed, 


for I am thy God and Saviour, I will 
« flrengthen thee, yea, I will aſſiſt thee, 
yea, IT will upholi thee, with the Right- 


band of my Righteouſneſs. Upon our 
* renouncing all Dependance on our 
own Righteouſneſs, and relying on 
the Righteouſneſs of the Son of God, 
he will uphold us, and give us to 
ſee ourſelves furniſhed and covered 
with a Righteouſneſs of more Ac- 
2 than the beſt Angel in Heaven 

pretend to; he will enable us 


5 bo. I fee the Gates of Righteouſneſs 


fet open for me, Twill go in and praiſe 


the Lord. It is what I have begun to 
do, and his Praiſe endureth Fg euer, 
never, never foall I give over the doing 
it. Verily, the gracious Preſence of 
our Saviour with us, will enable us 


* to ſing in the Valley of the Shadow of 


Death; it will render it no more 


2 & than 
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* than a Shadow to us; it will ſo mol- 
“ lify the Viſage of Death, as that we 
* ſhall break forth into Triumphs upon 
« it, O joyful Hour, O welcome Hour; 
ce come Lord Jeſus, come quickly, why 1s 
« thy Chariot fo long a coming? | 
In order to this, the Power of the 
Lord being preſent, he will enable 
cc us to read our Evidences for Heaven, 
te and ſce the evident Tokens of Salva- 
* tion, by which he has marked us for 


La) 


© thoſe of whom he has declared, Zhey 


* ſhall be mine in the Day when I make 
0 up my Jewels, We ſhall ſee that the 
% Love of God has made us to be am- 
ce bitious of nothing ſo much, as that 
« we may be and do what is grateful 
© to him. We Hall ſee that the Faith 
of Chriſt has not only carried us to 
« him to be made righteous and holy, 
ce but has alſo cauſed us to take up with 
« him, as our all- ſufficient Portion. 
« We ſhall ſee that we have a Spirit 
« of Benignity towards our Neigh- 
cc bour, and rejoice in all the Good 
ce that is done unto him, Seeing theſe 
« Marks of the Lamb upon us, we 
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"me ſhall conclude, O my Saviour, Jam 
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142 His laſt Sickneſs, 
thine, and nothing ſhall pluck me out 


thy glorious Hands. 

« 'The holy Spirit of God helps the 
Believer, firſt in a way of rational 
Argumentation, to take Encourage- 


ragement from the Things that accom- 
pany Salvation, found upon him. 


And while he is doing ſo, he breaks 
in upon the Soul, in a way of more 
immediate Irradiation, and with an 
overpowering and overwhelming Et- 
ficacy aſſures him, The glorious God 
has made thee one of his Children, and 
201 2 do thee good. 

« He will enable us to feel the Life 
of God begun in our Souls, and a 
predominant Reſpect unto the great 
God, governing us and inclining us 
to acknowledge him in all our Ways, 
We ſhar raiſe this Concluſion upon 
it. Here is a Life begun that can 
terminate no otherwiſe than in an end- 


leſs Life with God. There is a Well of 


Mater in me, that will ſpring up to 
everlaſting Life ; Death do thy worſt, 
there is no killing that Life which God 
hath begun to raiſe me to ; have 1 
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Chriſt living, ating and working in 
* « ie? and will he ever 1 his Hold of 


« me? No, no, I am ſure of living 


- « with him for evermore. 
Dr. Mather died the Thirteenth of 


" February 8 which was the next 
Day after he had compleated his Sixiy- 
r f/th Near. God was graciouſly pleaſed 
to favour him with an eaſy Diſmiffior: 
out of Life, and with a ſweet Compo- 
ſure of Mind to the very laſt; Bleſ- 
ſings which he had often and earneſtly 
prayed for. Mark the perfect Man, 
and behold the Upright, for the End of 
that Man ts Peace. 
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